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Editorial 


Hopeful  Signs  for  Our  Future 


This  issue  contains  some  hopeful  signs  for  the  future  of  Western  Friends.  One  happy 
note  is  the  decision  on  the  part  of  Friends  General  Conference  (FGC)  to  hold  its 
Annual  Gathering  in  the  West  in  2006,  near  the  city  of  Tacoma,  Washington.  It’s  a tre- 
mendously exciting  opportunity  as  well  as  an  encouraging  sign  that  Friends  from  across 
the  continent  are  coming  together  to  share  the  joy  of  being  “one  in  the  Spirit.”  As  Marga- 
ret Sorrel  says,  being  in  the  company  of  1,000+  unprogrammed  Friends  can  be  an  “over- 
whelming” as  well  as  “life-changing  event,”  which  she  has  “longed  to  repeat  yearly.” 

I have  felt  the  same  way  about  the  FGC  Gathering,  which  I used  to  attend  every  year 
when  I lived  in  the  Philadelphia  area.  The  Gathering  offers  a truly  amazing  variety  of 
workshops  as  well  as  worship  opportunities,  singing,  dancing,  and  speakers.  As  a new- 
comer to  Friends,  I loved  hanging  out  with  some  of  the  most  interesting  Friends  in  North 
America.  Unfortunately,  it  is  difficult  (and  costly)  to  travel  to  the  East  or  Midwest  to 
attend  these  Gatherings,  so  I haven’t  participated  for  many  years.  I am  looking  forward  to 
attending  this  year’s  Annual  Gathering  in  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  where  I wiU  lead  a 
workshop  on  “Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective.” 

I am  also  looking  forward  eagerly  to  the  Western  FGC  Gathering.  Not  only  will 
Quakerism  in  North  America  be  strengthened,  and  Friends  spiritually  enriched,  but  we 
will  also  have  a lot  of  fun.  (Or  as  old  George  put  it,  we  will  “go  cheerfully!) 

Another  hopeful  note  is  the  music  of  a young  Friend  named  Meera  Shanti  from 
Olympia,  Washington.  At  13  years  old  Meera  is  not  only  a musical  prodigy,  but  also  a true 
Friend  who  cares  deeply  about  people  and  peace.  As  her  article  explains,  she  raised  over 
$1,000  by  giving  a benefit  concert  for  Bereaved  Palestinian-Israeli  Families  who  are  pro- 
moting peace  and  reconciliation  in  the  Holy  Land.  Meera  produced  a CD  of  her  music 
that  lifted  my  spirits  and  gave  me  a sense  of  hope  for  the  future. 

Finally,  I am  hopeful  because  our  magazine  weathered  a challenging  financial  period 
and  is  moving  forward  into  the  future  with  confidence. 

During  the  “fog  of  war,”  Friends  Bulletin  took  extraordinary  steps  to  publish  pam- 
phlets and  a book  promoting  peace.  Friends  responded  with  generosity  and  numerous 
expressions  of  support.  Thousands  of  copies  of  our  pamphlets  and  hundreds  of  copies  of 
our  book  are  now  in  circulation,  letting  the  world  know  of  our  commitment  to  the  Light. 

I feel  encouraged  by  Friends’  commitment  to  peace  and  justice  work,  which  is  fea- 
tured every  month  in  our  magazine.  And  I take  heart  from  the  words  of  Gene  Hoffman, 
who  writes: 

When  I was  asked,  “Do  you  have  hope  for  humanity,”  my  mind  said,  “No!”  My 
heart  said,  “Wait  a minute.  Listen  to  me.”  I did.  This  is  what  I heard. 

I think  war  and  violence  are  human  problems.  That’s  why  I’m  hopeful.  I’ve  seen 
humanity  can  change,  and  it  has — not  by  force,  not  by  threat,  not  even  by  cajoling, 
but  by  creating  a safe  place  to  be  heard,  to  hear,  to  accept  the  other’s  right  to  his/her 
point  of  view,  and  to  look  for  truth  in  it  with  which  we  can  agree  {Compassionate 
Listening  and  Other  Writings  by  Gene  Hoffman,  p.  329). 

One  sign  of  hope  in  these  war-befogged  times  is  that  we  Friends  have  created  such 
safe  places  where  peacemaking  and  truth-teUing  are  nurtured.  Places  like  the  FGC  Gath- 
ering, Pendle  HiU,  Ben  Lomond  Quaker , Center,  the  Arizona  Friends  Community,  and 
numerous  other  outposts  of  Light.  Our  mission  at  Friends  Bulletin  is  to  let  the  world 
know  that  such  havens  of  hope  exist  and  are  thriving. 


Cover:  Picture  of  the  2000  FGC  Gathering  by  Tom  Fritz.  The  musicians  picture  by  David  Stewart. 


2 


March  2004  FrIENDS  BULLETIN 


The  2006  Western  FGC  Gathering  of  Friends 

What  Will  It  Mean  For  Friends  in  the  West 
and  the  Rest  of  North  America? 


“We  are  tremendously  excited  by  the 
prospect  of  holding  our  2006  Gathering  in 
the  West,”  says  Bruce  Birchard,  General 
Secretary  of  Friends  General  Conference 
(FGC).  “We  expect  that  the  incredible 
richness  of  this  annual  event  will  be 
deepened  by  the  experiences  and  insights 
of  many  Friends  who  have  never  attended 
FGC  Gatherings  before,  and  that  the  North 
American  Quaker  community  will  be 
strengthened.” 

After  considerable  deliberation,  FGC, 
the  major  service  organization  for 
unprogrammed  Friends  in  North  America, 
decided  to  hold  its  Annual  Gathering  at 
Lutheran  Pacific  University  near  Tacoma, 
Washington,  in  2006.  This  history-making 
event  will  be  FGC’s  first  venture  to  the 
West.  Since  FGC’s  Annual  Gatherings 
attract  1,200  or  more  Friends  from 
throughout  North  America,  this  event 
promises  to  have  far-reaching  implications 
for  Friends  in  the  West,  and  throughout 
North  America.  Canadian  YM,  which  is 
affiliated  with  FGC,  is  involved  in  planning 
this  Western  Gathering. 

Because  Friends  from  the  three 
unprogrammed  yearly  meetings  in  the 
western  USA  will  play  a significant  role,  the 
editor  of  Friends  Bulletin  interviewed  two 
key  planners  of  the  Western  FGC 
Gathering:  Bruce  Birchard,  General 
Secretary  of  FGC,  and  Margaret  Sorrel, 
who  is  co-clerk  of  the  Gathering  (Planning) 
Committee  along  with  Lynne  Phillips,  a 
member  of  Argenta  Friends  Meeting  in 
Canada. 

Inside  this  Issue 

3 “The  2006  Western  FGC 
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Hill”  by  Kitty  Ufford-Chase 
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Towards  War” 
by  Charlotte  Williams 


Western  Friends  at  2003  FGC  Annual  Gathering 


Bruce  is  no  stranger  to  Western 
Friends.  His  involvement  goes  back  to  1969 
when  he  moved  to  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  as  a new  Quaker  and  draft  resister  who 
wanted  to  commit  his  special  crime  of 
refusing  induction  in  a jurisdiction  known 
for  handing  out  lighter  sentences  to  resisters. 
He  has  visited  and  worshipped  at  many 
Western  Quaker  meetings,  including 
University  FM  (Seattle,  WA),  Multnomah 
FM  (Portland,  OR),  Strawberry  Creek  FM 
(Berkeley,  CA),  Berkeley  FM,  Boulder  FM 
(CO),  and  others.  He  attended  North 
Pacific  YTVI  in  1997,  gave  the  keynote  talk 
at  Intermountain  YM  in  2003,  and  plans  to 
attend  Pacific  YM  this  summer. 


Margaret  Sorrel  was  reared  in  a Quaker 
family  in  Pacific  YM.  Her  spiritual  life  has 
been  greatly  nurtured  by  her  service  to  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends  in  many 
Meetings,  as  Presiding  Clerk  of  NPYM,  and 
most  recently  in  service  to  FGC’s  Central 
Committee,  to  which  she  was  appointed  by 
NPYM  in  2000.  She  is  currently  a member 
of  University  Meeting  in  Seattle, 
Washington. 

FB:  Bruce,  would  you  please  tell  us  about 
Friends  General  Conference  and  the  role  it  has 
played  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends? 

Bruce:  FGC’s  whole  mission  is  to  serve  God 
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by  serving  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends — the  monthly  meetings,  worship 
groups,  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings  here 
in  North  America,  particularly  in  the 
unprogrammed  tradition.  We  do  this  by 
strengthening  Quaker  community,  by 
nurturing  deeper  experiences  of  the  Spirit, 
and  by  supporting  the  spiritual  vitality  of 
meetings  and  worship  groups. 

FGC  was  founded  by  several  yearly 
meetings  in  the  Hicksite  tradition  in  1900. 
There  are  now  14  yearly  meetings  formally 
affiliated  with  FGC.  There  are 
approximately  650  worship  groups  and 
meetings  in  FGC,  but  FGC’s  relationship 
to  affiliated  meetings  is  very  different  from 
that  of  a yearly  meeting  to  its  constituent 
meetings.  While  we  are  formed  by  yearly 
meetings,  we  have  no  authority  over  them. 
We  don’t  do  business  on  behalf  of  yearly 
meetings.  We  don’t  adopt  positions  or  make 
statements  on  behalf  of  Friends.  While  we 
support  monthly  meetings,  we  don’t  have 
the  responsibility  or  authority  that  a yearly 
meeting  has.  We  are  essentially  a service 
organization  that  provides  many  vital 
programs  and  services  to  Friends — 

FB:  What  services  does  FGC  provide? 

Bruce:  Once  a year  we  organize  an  Annual 
Gathering  of  Friends  with  workshops, 
speakers,  children’s  and  youth  programs  and 
much  more.  We  host  other  smaller 
conferences,  as  well  as  training  events  for 
religious  educators.  We  publish  books, 
pamphlets,  plus  various  curricula  for  First 
Day  Schools  and  children.  We  have  the 
largest,  most  comprehensive  Quaker 
bookstore  in  North  America,  and  perhaps 
the  world.  We  have  an  Advancement  and 
Outreach  program  that  recently  launched 
www.quakerfinder.org,  an  online 
introduction  to  Quakerism  with  an  easily 
accessed  directory  of  unprogrammed 
meetings  in  North  America. 

One  of  our  newest  programs  is  our 
Committee  for  Ministry  on  Racism,  which 
consists  of  equal  numbers  of  Friends  of  color 
and  Friends  of  European  descent.  This 
committee  is  charged  with  helping  us  to 
understand  and  overcome  racism  in  our 
organization  and  within  our  larger  Religious 
Society. 

Finally,  we  started,  or  rather  revitalized, 
a Traveling  Ministries  Program  five  years 
ago.  This  program  enables  seasoned  Friends 
to  travel  in  the  ministry  as  volunteers.  Over 


the  past  five  years  we  have  arranged  visits 
to  200  monthly,  quarterly  and  yearly 
meetings.  One  of  our  first  traveling 
ministers  in  this  program  was  Nancy 
Middleton.  Responding  to  an  invitation 
from  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  she 
spent  three  weeks  visiting  nearly  twenty 
meetings  in  Washington  and  Oregon. 

FB:  Why  has  Friends  General  Conference 
decided  to  hold  its  Annual  Gathering  in  the 
Western  USA?  Hovo  do  you  see  this  Gathering 
as  being  beneficial  to  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends? 

Bruce:  A.  major  purpose  of  this  Gathering 
is  to  bring  together  Friends  from  the  West 
and  the  rest  of  the  North  American 
continent  so  that  we  can  experience  what 
Douglas  Steere  called  “mutual  irradiation,” 
a deep  sharing  of  spiritual  insights.  While 
some  Western  Friends  have  been  involved 
in  FGC  in  the  past,  we  feel  that  there  will 
be  a deeper  and  richer  participation  when  a 
Gathering  takes  place  in  the  West.  We  all 
have  a lot  to  learn  from  each  other. 

FB:  What  role  have  Western  Friends  played 
in  Friends  General  Conference?  Which 
Western  Friends  have  served  on  committees, 
led  workshops,  conducted  the  childrens  and 
teen  program,  been  keynote  speakers,  etc.  ? 

Bruce:  Many  Western  Friends  have  made 
important  contributions  to  FGC,  and  the 
Annual  Gatherings  in  particular.  At  least 
four  have  given  plenary  addresses  at  an  FGC 
Gathering:  Grace  Kuto  (NWYM)  in  1999, 
Bonnie  Tinker  (NPYM)  in  1996,  Kara 
Newell  (Northwest  YM)  in  1995,  and  Bill 
Durland  (IMYM)  in  the  late  1980s.  Many 
others  have  led  week-long  workshops  at 
Gatherings:  to  name  just  a few,  Lynn  Fitz- 
Hugh,  Marie  Friedell,  and  Ada  Kerman  in 
recent  years;  Sandy  Farley,  John  Helding, 
Laura  Magnani,  Kate  Carpenter,  Laura 
Cornell,  and  Anthony  Manousos  this 
coming  summer.  Tom  Farley  and  Mike 
Gray  have  been  very  involved  with  the  FGC 
Junior  Gathering  and  High  School 
Programs  in  the  past. 

Three  Western  Meetings  have  been  so 
enthusiastic  about  FGC  that  they  have 
affiliated  directly — Sacramento,  Davis,  and 
Olympia.  The  initiative  to  seek  such 
affiliation  came  entirely  from  those 
meetings.  FGC  does  not  “proselytize” 
among  unaffiliated  meetings,  but  if  a 


meeting  becomes  clear  that  it  wants  to 
affiliate,  and  if  the  yearly  meeting  does  not 
object,  we  will  go  through  a formal 
discernment  process  with  that  meeting  that 
can  lead  to  a formal  affiliation. 

In  recent  years,  several  Western  Friends 
have  assumed  very  important  roles  within 
FGC.  Past  PYM  Clerk  Eric  Moon  has 
served  for  several  years  as  Assistant 
Recording  Clerk  of  FGC  and  as  a member 
of  its  Executive  and  Discernment  in  Long 
Term  Planning  Committees.  Olympia 
( WA)  FM  member  Mike  Hubbart  has  been 
ser/ing  as  FGC  Treasurer  since  2000.  Elaine 
Emily  is  a new  member  of  the  Traveling 
Ministries  Committee.  During  the  past  ten 
years,  ten  California  Friends,  seven 
Washington  Friends,  and  two  Arizona 
Friends  have  served  on  FGC  committees. 
And  now  former  NPYM  Clerk  Margaret 
Sorrel  is  serving  as  Co-Clerk  for  the  2006 
FGC  Annual  Gathering  in  Tacoma. 

FB:  What  drew  you  to  FGC,  Margaret? 

Margaret:  I attended  my  first  FGC 
Gathering  about  30  years  ago  and  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  experience  of  being  in 
the  company  of  1,000  other  unprogrammed 
Quakers.  It  was  a life-changing  event  for 
me,  which  I have  longed  to  repeat  yearly. 
Although  this  has  not  been  possible,  every 
Gathering  I have  attended  has  strengthened 
my  faith  and  broadened  my  understanding. 
This  experience  has  led  me  to  give  back  to 
an  organization  that  has  offered  so  much  to 
unprogrammed  Friends.  And  I have  found 
my  service  to  Central  Committee,  Long 
Range  Conference  Planning  Committee 
and  Western  Gathering  Preparative 
Committee  to  be  deeply  rewarding.  I hope 
other  Western  Friends  will  consider  service 
to  FGC. 

FB:  How  do  you  see  this  Gathering  as  being 
beneficial  to  Western  Friends  and  to  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends? 

Margaret:  My  calling  in  recent  years  has 
been  to  help  unprogrammed  Friends  from 
all  across  North  America  feel  themselves 
part  of  one  spiritual  community,  a 
community  with  diverse  gifts.  The 
Gathering  is  a place  for  Friends  of  all  ages 
and  backgrounds  to  feel  this  unity.  It  is  a 
place  to  challenge  expectations,  to  find  like- 
minded  souls,  to  sing,  to  dance,  to  study 
Quakerism,  and  to  be  inspired  by  some  of 
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the  greatest  Quaker  thinkers  of  our  time. 
My  greatest  hope  is  that  holding  the 
Gathering  in  the  West  will  afford  this 
opportunity  to  a great  many  Western 
Friends.  Through  this  experience  I am 
confident  that  our  faith  as  a Religious 
Society  of  Friends  will  be  enriched. 

FB:  Bruce,  what  challenges  do  you  foresee  in 
organizing  the  Annual  Gathering  in  the  West? 

Bruce:  It’s  always  an  enormous  amount  of 
work  to  organize  a Gathering  for  1,200  plus 
people,  especially  at  a new  site.  Distance, 
time  and  travel  make  a Western  Gathering 
especially  challenging.  There  aren’t  as  many 
Friends  with  experience  in  the  Gathering 
in  the  West.  Because  we  depend  heavily  on 
volunteers,  we  will  need  to  have  many 
Friends  fly  in  to  help  with  planning.  So  it 
will  cost  considerably  more  and  take  more 
time. 

There’s  also  the  challenge  of  conveying 
to  Western  Friends  what  an  opportunity  this 
Western  Gathering  will  be.  To  be  part  of  a 
community  of  1,200  or  more  Friends  from 
around  the  country  is  an  incredible 
experience. 

Then  there’s  the  challenge  of 
overcoming  the  perception  that  Eastern 
Friends  imagine  themselves  to  be  “more 
Quakerly  than  thou.”  This  Gathering 
presents  an  opportunity  for  Friends  from  aU 
over  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  break 
down  stereotypes  and  experience  the 
common  threads  of  our  heritage,  faith  and 
concerns. 

FB:  In  what  ways  can  Friends  help  to  make 
this  Gathering  a success? 

Bruce:  We  are  counting  on  a number  of 
Western  Friends  to  serve  on  the  Gathering 
Committee,  and  many  have  already 
volunteered  to  do  so.  Because  of  the 
logistical  challenges  mentioned  before, 
planning  for  the  Western  Gathering  will 
start  earlier  than  usual.  We  need 
approximately  40  volunteers  for  this 
committee.  There  will  also  be  many 
opportunities  for  volunteers  to  help  by 
leading  workshops,  helping  with  the 
children  and  teen  program,  and  doing 
various  other  organizational  tasks.  Much  of 
the  work  of  FGC  is  done  by  volunteers.  One 
of  the  main  jobs  of  staff  is  to  empower 
volunteers  to  do  much  of  the  work  of  our 
organization. 


We  also  need  funding  to  enable  more 
participants  to  attend.  Attending  the 
Annual  Gathering  costs  money,  so  we 
provide  a lot  of  financial  assistance.  60%  of 
attenders  receive  some  kind  of  financial  help 
from  FGC.  We’re  counting  on  a lot  of 
Western  Friends  to  come  to  this  Gathering. 
We  have  a special  scholarship  fund  for  first- 
time  attenders.  We  will  match  funds 
provided  by  a monthly  meeting  or  worship 
group.  One  way  to  help  more  Friends  to  get 
to  the  Gathering  is  to  make  sure  that  your 
monthly  or  yearly  meeting  has  budgeted 
money  to  help  support  first-time  attenders 
who  wish  to  attend  FGC’s  Gathering.  We 
also  have  a regular  scholarship  fund  for  those 


who  aren’t  first-time  attenders.  In  addition 
to  work  grants.  Gathering  attenders 
generally  receive  some  $50,000  or  more 
from  FGC,  their  own  meetings  and  other 
sources.  It  helps  to  contribute  to  that  fund! 

We  are  very  eager  to  have  Western 
Friends,  particularly  young  Friends, 
attend  the  Gathering  this  year  and  in  ’05. 
There  is  a special  fund  in  Pacific  YM  to 
help  Young  Friends  participate  in  the 
Gathering.  To  find  out  more,  contact 
Susan  Hopkins,  PYM,  who  serves  on  the 
FGC  Religious  Education  Committee.  It 
would  be  helpful  if  other  yearly  and 
monthly  meetings  provided  such  support 
to  Young  Friends. □ 


SIMPLE  LIVES 


Pnends  General  Conference 


200T  Gathering  of  rHends 

Jul_y  5—10  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst,  Massachusetts 


Photograph  by  David  Stewart 
Gathering  logo  design  by  Haiitfelore  Det'lin 

For  complete  information  about  the  2004  Gathering  of  Friends  contact: 
Friends  General  Conference,  1216  Arch  Street,  2B,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107 

Telephone:  (215)  561-1700 
E-mail:  gathering@fgcquaker.org 
Web:  www.fgcquaker.org/gathering 
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Centering  Dawn  at  Pendle  Hill. . . . 


by  Kitty  Ufford-Chase 

Pima  Meeting  (Tucson,  AZ) 

A two-month  long  meeting  for  worship. 

Think  about  it.  A two-month  long 
meeting  for  worship  are  the  best  words  I 
can  use  to  describe  the  ten  weeks  I spent  at 
Pendle  Hill  last  fall  as  a resident  student  for 
the  fall  term. 

In  December  2002,  I resigned  from 
AFSC  after  eleven  plus  years  as  the  program 
director  for  the  AFSC  Arizona  Area 
Program  based  in  Tucson.  I then 
immediately  left  to  accompany  my  husband 
and  son  on  a six-month  sabbatical  to 
Guatemala.  I took  a huge  box  of  Quaker 
books  with  me  thinking  I could  “catch  up” 
on  aU  those  years  I had  neglected  deepening 
my  spiritual  journey  while  I was  putting  my 
faith  into  action  through  AFSC.  I enjoyed 
reading  the  biographies  of  George  Fox  and 
other  early  and  contemporary  Friends  by 
myself  in  Guatemala  City  without  any  other 
unprogrammed  Friends  around  (although 
we  did  meet  some  wonderful  evangelical 
Friends),  but  it  only  made  me  thirstier  to 
do  my  spiritual  delving  in  community — in 
deep  community  with  Friends.  So,  with  the 
generous  support  of  my  husband  and  eight- 
year-old,  I decided  to  do  what  I had  always 
wanted  to  do — spend  a significant  amount 
of  time  at  Pendle  Hill.  My  hope  was  to 
strengthen  my  relationship  with  God  and 
deepen  my  understanding  of  my  Quaker 
faith,  and  God  blessed  these  hopes  a 
thousand-fold. 

For  the  first  few  days  after  I arrived  last 
fall,  I felt  giddy  and  scattered.  I felt  like  a 
Quaker  kid  in  a Quaker  candy  store.  I 
couldn’t  decide  what  to  do:  walk  the 
perimeter  path  around  the  campus, 
surrounded  by  beautiful  trees  (our  guide  for 
the  grounds  on  the  first  day  talked  about 
how  much  the  trees  there  love  us  and  I could 
tell  it  was  true);  create  something — anything 
— in  the  inviting  art  studio  (open  24/7); 
browse  the  library  (where  one  has  to  keep 
one’s  arms  crossed  to  keep  the  books  from 
jumping  off  the  shelves  into  them);  sit  by 
the  newly  created  waterfall  (also  a busy 
birdbath);  play  the  grand  piano;  or  walk  the 
labyrinth,  outlined  by  potato  plants. 
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Kitty  in  the  furniture  re-finishing  shop 


As  the  days  went  by,  though,  little  by 
little  I felt  myself  centering  down.  I had 
planned  on  visiting  friends  and  relatives  all 
over  the  Northeast  on  the  weekends,  but  I 
quickly  realized  that  I wasn’t  going  to  be 
able  to  go  very  deep  spiritually  unless  I 
stayed  put  and  grew  some  roots. 

My  classes  played  a large  role  in 
growing  my  spiritual  tree.  On  Mondays,  I 
took  a Quaker  history  class.  I hadn’t  realized 
how  much  Pendle  Hill  has  always  been  a 
national  and  international  crossroads  for 
Friends.  Although  we  were  only  ten  in  the 
class,  we  came  from  Ireland,  Wales,  the 
Netherlands,  England,  Australia,  Kenya, 
Philadelphia,  Minnesota,  Arizona  and 
Seattle.  It  made  for  lively,  enriching 
discussions.  During  one  of  the  first  classes, 
we  talked  about  early  Friends  and  the 
“inward  light.  “Those  words  “inward  light” 
struck  me  as  never  before.  For  all  my  life  I 
have  heard  about  the  inner  light — that 
divine  spark  within  each  of  us.  But  the 
inward  light  early  Friends  talked  about  was 
the  inward  teacher,  Jesus,  who  guides  us  on 
a journey  to  the  depths  of  our  souls  to  be 
transformed.  These  concepts  gave  me  the 
words  to  describe  and  understand  what  I 
felt  happening  inside. 

On  Tuesdays,  I had  an  “Earthen 
Vessels”  clay  class  in  the  art  studio.  Through 
working  with  clay,  I learned  just  how  many 
things  in  our  lives  are  metaphors  for  life: 
seeking  divine  guidance  as  one  begins,  then 
grappling  with  the  expectations  about  the 
outcomes  that  rise  up  inside,  and  finally 
learning  the  hard  lessons  of  letting  go  of 


those  expectations  (Hey!  That  glaze  didn’t 
turn  out  at  all  the  way  I wanted!). 

On  Thursdays,  I attended  prayer  class 
where  each  week  we  explored  a different 
kind  of  prayer.  The  first  day  we  learned 
centering  prayer  and  reflected  on  Thomas 
Keating’s  words,  “The  primary  act  of  the  will 
is  not  effort  but  consent.”  I found  these 
words  to  be  so  thought  provoking,  having 
been  raised  in  a culture  where  making  the 
effort  and  going  after  what  one  wants  are 
the  keys  to  success.  Instead,  the  class 
challenged  me  to  focus  on  my  intention  as  I 
live  and  pray  each  day  as  a way  to  help  let 
go  of  results. 

Having  missed  out  on  religion  courses 
in  college,  I soaked  up  extra  amounts  from 
Friday’s  “Jesus  & the  Gospels”  class.  We 
explored  who  Jesus  was  and  the  times  he 
lived  in  by  considering  him  in  a variety  of 
ways:  Jesus  as  miracle  worker,  Jesus  as 
prophet,  Jesus  as  sage,  Jesus  as  nonviolent 
social  reformer,  etc.  It  was  a wonderful  way 
to  get  at  the  levels  of  complexity  and 
intensity  that  surround  Jesus  and  his 
messages  and  it  made  him  both  more 
human  and  more  divine  to  me. 

The  classes  became  the  trunk  and  the 
branches  of  my  spiritual  tree,  but  the  roots 
were  deeply  nourished  and  cared  for  by  the 
core  of  the  Pendle  Hill  community:  meeting 
for  worship.  The  absolute  luxury  and  joy  of 
sitting  in  worship  with  30-40  others  and 
God  every  day  for  half  an  hour  was 
overwhelming  at  times.  Even  if  there  had 
been  nothing  else  at  Pendle  Hill,  the 
worship  was  more  than  enough.  It  was  there 
that  we  brought  all  of  our  “buckets”  of 
different  concerns  and  worries  and  “fiUed” 
them  at  the  well  of  living  water.  I drank 
deeply,  knowing  the  well  would  never  run 
dry  and  my  thirst  would  never  be  completely 
quenched. 

My  months-long  meeting  for  worship 
at  Pendle  Hill  is  over  now,  and  I am  back 
home  in  Tucson,  feeling  my  way  in 
incorporating  what  I learned  there  into  my 
life  here.  I know  that  a full,  busy  AND 
centered  life  is  possible,  and  I know  that  the 
keys  to  that  for  me  are  prayer,  worship  and 
connection  to  divine  creation. 

Fortunately,  God  has  arranged  to  help 
keep  me  on  my  spiritual  toes.  Until  the  end 
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of  June  2004,  I will  be  traveling  among 
Friends  in  the  Midwest  and  West  as 
Pendle  Hill’s  Western  Representative. 
I hope  to  encourage  Friends  and  others 
to  focus  on  their  spiritual  trees  and 
consider  accepting  the  gifts  that  a Pendle 
Hill  experience  could  bring  to  their  lives. 


by  Nancy  Yar  nail 

FWCC  Western  Field  Staff 

[In  1975,  the  Howard  and  Anna  Brinton 
Memorial  Visitor  program  was  established  "to 
invite  a Friend  to  travel  amongst  us  in  the 
spirit  of  ministry  to  help  us  grow  the  new 
dimensions  required  to  live  more  fully  in  the 
life  of  the  spirit.*"  Nancy’s  report  not  only 
reveals  activities  of this  year's  Brinton  visitor, 
but  also  provides  snapshots  of various  Meetings 
and  Worship  Groups  in  the  Northwest.  Her 
notes  on  concerns  raised  during  discussion 
suggest  what  these  Friends  consider  important 
and  significant  in  their  spiritual  lives  and  in 
the  life  of  their  worship  communities.] 

I waited  at  the  Seattle-Tacoma  airport. 

Soon  Eric  Moon  came  up  to  me,  wearing 
a jaunty  hat,  and  laden  with  bags  of  books 
and  other  materials.  After  gathering  his 
luggage  from  the  carousel,  we  were  off  to 
begin  our  travels.  This  month-long  Brinton 
Visitor  trip  would  take  us  from  Bellingham, 
Washington,  to  Ashland,  Oregon,  and  back 
to  Port  Townsend,  Washington.  We  stayed 
with  Friends,  usually  had  a meal  together, 
and  then  Eric  spoke  with  them.  Generally, 
I “opened”  the  discussion  with  a few  words 
about  Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation  (FWCC),  and  then  Eric 
continued  the  conversation. 

We  headed  north  to  Bellingham,  our 
first  stop. 

Bellingham,  Thursday,  October  30,  2003. 
Bellingham  Friends  (including  one 
teenager)  joined  us  for  potluck  and  visiting 
at  the  home  of  Doris  Ferm.  The  Meeting 


*A  Western  Quaker  Reader,  p.  206. 


I am  developing  mini-workshops  (2-3 
hours)  for  Meetings  on  themes  that  relate 
to  Pendle  Hill — Staying  Centered: 
Balancing  Action  &.  Contemplation; 
Considering  Community:  Trust  & Risk; 
and  Holding  onto  the  Vision:  Peace  and 
Nonviolence  in  the  Midst  of  Empire — but 


seems  alive  and  well.  They  meet  in  rented 
space  and  are  investing  for  a Meeting  House 
which  they  hope  to  have  in  5- 10  years.  They 
are  active  supporters  of  the  Whatcom  Peace 
and  Justice  Center. 

Eric  reminded  us  that  the  Quaker  term 
“seasoning”  comes  from  woodworking. 
When  wood  is  first  cut  it  doesn’t  have  its 
final  shape;  when  it  has  “seasoned,”  it 
becomes  stronger  and  the  grain  shows 
through. 

Eric  stayed  with  Doris  Ferm  and  I 
stayed  with  Roberta  Condon.  We  started 
out  the  next  morning  bright  and  early  to 
catch  the  ferry  to  San  Juan  Island.  We  left 
the  car  on  the  mainland  and  traveled  as  foot 
passengers.  Sandra  Harold  met  us  and  took 
us  to  her  house  where  we  met  with  San  Juan 
Friends. 

San  Juan  Island  Worship  Group,  Friday, 
October  31,  2003.  We  met  in  the  early 
afternoon.  The  group  included  Friends  who 
have  come  to  the  San  Juan  Islands  from 
elsewhere  and  others  new  to  Quakers. They 
seem  to  have  new  vitality  with  recent  arrivals 
on  the  island. 

There  are  three  worship  groups  in  the 
San  Juan  Islands.  San  Juan  and  Waldron 
Worship  Groups  have  met  together  on 
Waldron  Island,  using  private  boats  as 
Waldron  has  no  ferry  service. 

Our  hosts  took  us  to  the  ferry  bright 
and  early  and  we  again  enjoyed  the  ride. 
Both  times  the  weather  was  beautiful;  the 
islands  green  and  the  water  sparkling  blue. 
Back  in  the  car  we  headed  south  for 
Bellevue. 

Eastside  Monthly  Meeting,  Saturday, 
November  1, 2003.  Eastside  is  the  Meeting 


I also  am  eager  to  talk  one-on-one  with 
anyone  who  would  like  to  learn  more 
about  Pendle  Hill,  for  their  near  or  long- 
term future.  Please  contact  me  through 
email:  uffordchase@hotmail.com  or  my 
cell  phone:  520-203-1427.  □ 


Photo  of  Nancy  and  Eric  by  editor 


I attended  from  1974-1987  so  I found  many 
old  F/friends  (and  many  new). The  building 
is  a modified  A-frame  hidden  in  the  woods. 
We  met  for  a noon-time  potluck  in  the  First 
Day  School  room  upstairs. 

Eric  explained  that  testimonies — 
equality,  peace,  simplicity,  and  community — 
came  out  of  Puritanism.  Fox  talked  about 
openings  that  lead  to  leadings.  One  of  the 
first  testimonies  was  “the  true  nature  of  the 
Church.”  It  is  what  early  Friends  went  to 
prison  for.  They  felt  the  state  church  let  God 
down. 

Should  we  have  a new  query:  Does 
your  Meeting  prepare  you  for  current  times? 

We  left  Eastside  Meeting  in  the  late 
afternoon  and  drove  to  West  Seattle — just 
west  of  the  Seattle-Tacoma  Airport — after 
a few  wrong  turns — and  found  the  home  of 
John  and  Kristi  Rozdilsky.  We  stayed  with 
them  two  nights.  The  first  night  they  took 
us  to  a Greek  restaurant  where  we  had 
excellent  food  and  listened  to  the  lively 
Middle  Eastern  music  of  the  Makedonians. 
A member  of  the  Meeting  is  in  the  band. 

Salmon  Bay,  Sunday,  November  2,  2003. 
Salmon  Bay  Monthly  Meeting  meets  at  the 
Phinney  Ridge  Neighborhood  Center,  an 
old  school  house  high  on  a ridge  north  of 
downtown  Seattle. 

Eric  observed  that  Meetings  are  often 
remembered  as  being  John  Woolman’s 
Meeting  or  Lucretia  Mott’s  Meeting.  They 
aren’t  remembered  for  their  wonderful 
business  meetings.  We  need  to  support 
individual  Friends  in  their  callings. 


Travels  with  Eric 

A Road  Trip  with  Brinton  Visitor  Eric  Moon 
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According  to  Eric,  Friends  who  show 
up  during  war  or  other  crisis  are  like  comets 
that  are  on  other  circuits  -not  weekly,  maybe 
every  three  years. 

Salmon  Bay  had  a population  explosion 
at  the  end  of  Meeting;  many  children  came 
in.  A Friend  said,  “It’s  not  just  our  burden, 
it  is  our  glory,  it  is  who  we  are.” 

Sunday  night  Kristi  and  John  invited 
Susanna  Kromberg,  Doug  Underwood  and 
children  Marika  and  Alida  to  dinner.  We 
all  had  a wonderful  visit  and  the  children 
had  a great  time  with  “Uncle”  Eric. 

The  next  morning  we  started  off  for 
Astoria  with  a stop  in  Tacoma  for  a walk 
along  the  waterfront.  When  we  started  again 
the  car  battery  was  dead.  From  then  on  (until 
I returned  to  Corvallis),  we  carefully  parked 
the  car  pointing  downhill.  With  that 
precaution,  we  had  no  more  trouble.  We 
took  mostly  two-lane  roads  to  Astoria, 
passing  through  small  towns  in  Southwest 
Washington. 

Astoria  sits  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  River.  We  approached  from  the 
north,  crossing  the  four-mile  long  bridge. 
Being  a little  earlier  than  expected,  we 
quickly  toured  the  Maritime  Museum,  full 
of  boats,  and  tugs  and  all  matters  pertaining 
to  the  sea. 

Astoria  Worship  Group,  November  3, 
2003.  Astoria  is  a brand-new  worship 
group.  We  met  in  the  home  of  Julia  and  Max 
Carter  who  recently  moved  from  St.  Louis. 
We  started  with  a lovely  potluck.  As  many 
Friends  were  new  to  Quakerism  they  were 
interested  in  learning  more.  There  seemed 
to  be  tension  between  those  who  wanted  to 
move  quickly  in  Quaker  procedure  and 
those  who  wanted  to  move  more  slowly. 
They  are  considering  finding  a public 
meeting  place. 

Our  discusion  focused  on:  What  are 
Quakers  about?  What  is  the  essence?  Quakers 
started  out  as  Puritan  Universalists.  From 
earliest  times  Quakers  were  involved  in 
politics.  George  Fox  and  Margaret  Fell 
lobbied.  It  was  politics  with  a spiritual  center. 

The  next  morning  we  drove  into 
Portland,  along  the  Columbia  River.  I left 
Eric  with  Tom  Head  in  Tigard  and  drove 
home  to  Corvallis  where  I got  a new  battery 
for  the  car.  I returned  to  Tigard  late  the  next 
afternoon  and  we  drove  across  Portland  to 
the  Stark  Street  Meeting  House  where  we 
had  potluck  downstairs  and  met  in  the 
Meeting  Room  upstairs. 


Multnomah  Monthly  Meeting,  November 
4,  2003.  As  a large  Meeting,  Multnomah 
Meeting  is  concerned  about  community. 
(They’re  the  largest  Meeting  in  Oregon  and 
the  second  largest  in  NPYM.)  They  have 
Bridge  City  Preparative  Meeting  under  their 
care  and  are  concerned  as  to  how  that  “split” 
affects  everyone. 

Eric  noted  that  conflict  is  not  the 
opposite  of  community.  It’s  not  a question 
of  who’s  a bad  Quaker,  a good  Quaker.  How 
do  we  reconcile?  Use  Quaker  skills  to  work 
through  conflicts.  Beware  of  “terminal 
niceness,”  i.e.,  when  everyone  is  so  nice 
because  they’re  afraid  of  each  other. 

Quakers  are  communities  of  choice. 
Communities  of  choice  encourage  us  to  be 
consumers.  “ I choose  you  and  if  you’re  not 
so  wonderful,  I may  go  somewhere  else.” 

Bridge  City  Preparative  Meeting, 
November  7, 2003.  Bridge  City  is  an  active 
family-oriented  group.  It  is  much  smaller 
than  Multnomah.  We  met  at  Tom  Head’s 
home. 

Our  discussion  focused  on  the  question: 
What  do  we  do  with  the  different  religious 
backgrounds  people  bring  to  Meeting? 
Tensions  are  involved — for  example, 
Christian/Universalist.  This  topic  is  what 
Quakers  are  all  about.  The  tension  isn’t 
accidental.  It  was  the  earliest  problem. 
Puritan  England  was  wide  open — like 
Berkeley  in  the  1960’s.  Quakers  felt  that 
God’s  care  was  universal.  Early  Quakers  had 
a sense  of  the  wider  world. 

The  next  day  we  headed  south  with  a 
stop  in  Corvallis.  Jim  Kimball  and  Wayne 
Yarnall  joined  us  for  lunch.  We  then 
continued  on  to  Roseburg  and  Dale 
Williams  came  into  town  to  lead  us  out  to 
his  home  high  on  a ridge  west  of  Roseburg. 
We  arrived  to  find  Umpqua  Valley  Worship 
Group  ready  for  a potluck. 

Umpqua  Valley  Worship  Group, 
November  8.  2003.  Umpqua  Valley 
Worship  Group  has  grown  in  the  past 
couple  of  years.  Elee  and  Neal  Hadley  have 
returned  from  John  Woolman  School;  Mary 
Jo  and  Dale  Williams  moved  here  from 
Arizona. 

Our  discussion  focused  on  spirituality. 
Do  we  have  a faith  that  we  will  be  led  in 
unity?  When  things  aren’t  working,  unity  is 
missing.  We  can’t  leave  the  clerk  to  be  our 
lion  tamer.  We  need  to  trust  each  other. 
Each  person  needs  to  be  willing  to  express 


thoughts  even  though  they  seem  to  not  be 
in  unity  with  the  others. 

The  next  morning  Mary  Jo,  Eric  and  I 
went  into  Roseburg  where  we  toured  the 
school  where  Elee  Hadley  is  principal.  (The 
worship  group  meets  there  on  Sundays.)  We 
then  drove  east  up  the  Umpqua  River  for  a 
hike  along  a creek.  Afterwards  we  went  to 
Nancy  Wolf ’s  house  partway  up  a mountain 
in  a forest  for  lunch. 

Well  fed,  we  returned  to  Roseburg  to 
gather  for  worship  with  other  Friends.  After 
worship  Eric  shared  about  Quakers  and  the 
arts. 

The  next  morning  we  toured 
Roseburg’s  museum  of  natural  history. 
Continuing  further  south,  we  decided  to 
“shun-pike.”  (Not  that  there  was  a lot  of 
traffic  on  the  freeway  anyway  in  that  part 
of  southern  Oregon.)  We  were  successful 
for  a while,  then  just  managed  not  to  get 
terribly  lost. 

Mid-afternoon  we  visited  with  Pam 
Tangible  and  her  husband  Boyd  Peters  in 
Wolf  Creek,  a little  hamlet  that  had  been 
mostly  settled  by  counterculture  people  and 
utopian  organizations. 

We  continued  on  another  two  hours  to 
Ashland,  Oregon,  home  of  the  Shakespeare 
Festival,  where  we  stayed  at  the  Anne 
Hathaway  Cottage  with  our  hostess  Deedee 
Runkel.  Deedee  and  her  husband  David 
recently  moved  west  from  Baltimore  Yearly 
Meeting.  Deedee  served  us  elegant 
breakfasts  the  two  mornings  we  were  there. 

South  Mountain  Monthly  Meeting, 
November  11,  2003.  South  Mountain 
(previously  named  Rogue  Valley)  has  been 
in  existence  for  a long  time.  They  continue 
to  be  a small  Meeting  with  little  contact  with 
the  Quaker  world.  They  recently  were  given 
a house;  Friends  meet  on  one  floor  and  the 
Ashland  Peace  House  on  the  other. 

As  our  date  with  them  coincided  with 
the  Veterans  Day  Holiday,  they  decided  to 
hold  a Meeting  retreat  for  the  occasion.  An 
anonymous  donor  provided  funds  for  a 
retreat  center  in  the  foothills  a few  miles 
fropi  town.  We  met  from  3:00  p.m.  until 
9:00  p.m.  Dinner  was  catered  by  the  retreat 
staff. 

Here  are  some  of  our  discussion  topics: 

Being  Quakers  includes  spirituality, 
relationship  with  God,  and  tradition. 


“Travels  with  Eric,  ” continued  on  p.  14 
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George  Fox’s  AttitudeTowards  Wa.r 


by  Charlotte  Williams 

Las  Cruces,  NM 

Friends  from  Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico,  have 
created  an  attractive  new  website  (http:// 
geocities.com/lcpronm)  that  seeks  to  make  peace 
resources  readily  available  to  the  Las  Cruces 
commun  ity  as  well  as  to  the  rest  of  us  on  the 
worldwide  web. 

One  of  the  important  features  of  this 
website  is  a reprint  of  Gtorgc  Fox’s  Attitude 
Towards  War  by  T.  Canby  Jones.  This  work, 
originally  published  in  1972,  examines  Fox’s 
trials  and  thinking  about  peace.  Although  Fox 
originally  wrote  in  the  1600s,  his  ideas  and 
approach  are  relevant  to  our  lives  today. 
Charlotte  V/iUiams  obtained  permission  fom 
Canby  Jones  to  republish  the  original  text  of 
this  work  with  some  of  Fox’s  seventeenth 
century  spelling  modernized.  The  website  also 
contains  a brief  biography  of  George  Fox  and 
a summary  of  the  book.  Charlotte  Williams 
summarizes  some  of  the  main  ideas  of  this 
seminal  work  in  the  following  essay. 

George  Fox’s  Personal  Conduct 

George  Fox,  the  16th  century  founder 
of  Quakerism,  claimed  that  he  “lived  in  the 
life  and  power  that  takes  away  the  occasion 
of  all  wars.”  This  belief  was  central  to  Fox’s 
attitude  toward  war.  Fox  felt  that  true 
followers  of  Christ,  such  as  Friends  aspired 
to  be,  were  to  stand  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
God,  not  of  earthly  weapons.  According  to 
Fox,  God’s  power,  life,  light,  and  wisdom 
are  more  powerful  than  conquerors,  and  wiU 
“see  the  end  of  all  wars,  and  of  that  which 
causes  wars.” 

When  threatened.  Fox  never  resisted 
personal  attacks,  even  threats  of  violent 
death.  When  assaulted,  he  always  allowed 
the  attackers  to  do  their  worst.  Many  times 
he  was  beaten  mercilessly,  but  he  never 
resisted  or  struck  back.  He  had  great 
physical  strength  and  courage;  although  he 
was  often  bloody,  sore  and  bruised,  by  the 
power  of  the  Lord  he  made  quick  recoveries. 
Canby  Jones  quotes  Fox’s  statement,  “I  stood 
stiff  and  still,  and  let  him  strike,”  to 
characterize  his  personal  conduct. 
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When  asked  to  join  the  army.  Fox  said, 
“I  told  them  I was  brought  off  from  outward 
wars.  They  came  down  again  to  give  me 
press-money  [to  serve  in  the  military]  but  I 
would  take  none.  After  a while  at  night  the 
constables  fetched  me  up  again  and  brought 
me  before  the  Commissioners,  and  they  said 
I should  go  for  a soldier,  but  I told  them  I 
was  dead  to  it.  They  said  I was  alive.  They 
offered  me  money  twice,  but  I would  not 
take  it.  Then  they  were  wroth  and  I was 
committed  close  prisoner  without  bail.” 

Fox  said  that  he  did  not  fight  with 
“carnal  weapons,  or  with  flesh  and  blood,” 
for  his  weapons  were  spiritual.  He  sought 
the  peace  of  all  men. 

Origins  of  War 

Fox  maintained  that  the  origins  of  war 
are  the  “lust,  covetousness  and  disobedience 
of  men,  their  treason  to  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  design  of  the  devil.”  He  felt  that  the  devil 
is  a major  cause  of  war  and  strife  because  he 
incites  men  to  the  desire  for  power,  status 
and  wealth  to  which  war  gives  expression. 
Christ  destroys  the  devil  but  this  conquest 
must  begin  in  the  hearts  of  Friends.  The 
great  act  of  betrayal  that  led  to  war  and  every 
other  evil  occurred,  said  Fox,  “when  man 
went  from  that  of  God  in  himself.” 

The  Lamb’s  War 

The  Lamb’s  War  was  the  term  used  by 
Fox  to  describe  the  inner  spiritual  war  that 
all  serious  seekers  after  Truth  must  engage 
in.  Canby  Jones  shows  that,  in  fighting  the 
Lamb’s  War,  George  Fox  demanded  total 
allegiance  and  obedience  from  Friends.  The 


concept  of  the  Lamb’s  War  came  from  the 
Book  of  Revelation  and  is  interpreted  by  Fox 
and  the  early  Friends  to  mean  the  “sovereign 
rule  of  Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,”  who  is 
ordained  to  be  king  over  all  nations  and  all 
people,  throughout  all  history.  The  Lamb’s 
War  is  also  a program  of  social  and  religious 
revolution  in  the  name  and  through  the 
power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

George  Fox  opposed  participation  by 
Friends  in  any  earthly  war  for  any  cause, 
whether  for  the  kingdom  of  Christ  or  for 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world.  However,  he 
felt  that  Friends  must  flght  in  the  great 
cosmic  war  of  the  Lamb  until  every  evil  is 
exterminated  and  Christ  reigns  forever  and 
ever.  “The  Lamb”  is  a metaphor  for  the 
active,  conquering  God  who  is  seen  a 
universal  king  mounted  on  a white  horse, 
with  “eyes  like  flames  of  fire.”  According  to 
the  Book  of  Revelation,  He  is  come  to 
conquer  and  reign,  and  will  be  victorious. 

Canby  Jones  shows  real  insight  into  the 
inward  dimension  of  this  cosmic  conflict. 
Early  Quakers  refused  to  take  off  their  hats, 
bow,  or  say  “you”  (the  plural  form  of  the 
pronoun)  to  individual  persons  regardless  of 
their  social  station.  Nor  did  a Friend  seek 
deference.  In  order  to  be  inwardly  pure,  a 
Friend  could  not  want  to  be  honored  by 
others.  When  the  Lamb  had  won  this 
inward  victory,  then  the  Quaker  was  ready 
to  witness  against  the  shallow  niceties  of 
courtly  courtesy.  “Hat  honour”  and  insisting 
on  saying  “thee  and  thou”  (which  was 
informal  and  personal  at  at  the  time)  to 
everyone  were  relatively  minor  outgrowths 
of  a total  change  of  the  inner  life  and 
allegiance  of  Quakers  to  the  cosmic  Christ. 

The  conflict  of  the  Lamb’s  War  had 
other  social  aspects.  Since  Christ  forbade 
it.  Friends  refused  to  swear  oaths.  The  main 
reason  that  Friends  went  to  prison  was  their 
refusal  to  swear  that  they  were  not  Roman 
Catholic  agents,  or  for  refusing  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  crown.  After  the  penal  laws 
of  1661,  when  Friends  held  meeting  for 
worship,  soldiers  barred  the  doors  against 
them.  In  the  economic  sphere,  Friends 
invented  the  fair  and  fixed  price  for  articles 
on  sale  as  a testimony  against  the  cheating 
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involved  in  much  common  haggling  over 
prices.  Fair  treatment  for  the  insane,  just 
treatment  of  Indians  and  Negroes,  as  also 
men  for  \vhom  Christ  died,  were  other 
aspects  of  the  Lamb’s  War.  Fox  confidently 
expected  that  the  Lamb’s  War  would 
overthrow  social  and  ecclesiastical  evil. 
Quakers  were  the  spiritual  revolutionaries 
speeding  it  along. 

Covenant  of  Peace 

Fox  believed  that  both  he  and  his 
followers  lived  in  a “covenant  of  peace” 
whose  only  weapons  were  spiritual  ones — 
persuasion,  propaganda  and  nonresistance 
— for  carnal  weapons  were  illegitimate. 
Individuals  who  use  these  throw  away  the 
spiritual  ones.  Some  of  the  weapons  of  the 
Spirit  are  what  you  might  expect:  kindness, 
love,  truth,  persuasion  and  nonresistance. 
There  were  also  two  more  that  you  might 
not  expect:  rebuke  of  sin  in  high  places  and 
fearless  preaching  (what  contemporary 
Friends  call  “speaking Truth  to  power”). 

According  to  Fox,  Friends  should  be 
meek,  not  high,  bless  and  not  curse,  love  and 
not  hate,  do  good  and  not  evil,  live  in  the 
wdl  of  God,  and  mind  the  religion  of  Christ. 
But  Fox  also  expected  them  to  tell  princes 
and  kings  what  they  thought  of  their 
behavior.  They  should  try  to  remedy 
injustices  by  going  directly,  and  in  person, 
to  the  leaders  of  governments  to  confront 
them  as  he  did.  They  should  also  prepare 
documents  for  their  court  appearances  and 
send  letters  and  written  public  statements 
of  their  beliefs.  On  several  occasions.  Fox 
and  some  early  Friends  refused  to  leave 
prison,  even  when  invited  to,  until  the  judge 
who  had  committed  them  under  a false 
charge  had  publicly  admitted  his  error. 

Spiritual  weapons  had  their  source  in  a 
higher  power  to  which  all  men  owe 
obedience.  They  protected  Friends  through 
the  “armor  of  Light,  the  breastplate  of 
righteousness,  the  shield  of  faith,”  by  which 
we  have  victory  over  all  that  which  separates 
us  from  God.  According  to  Fox,  our  sword 
is  the  word  of  God  and  our  baptism  of  the 
spirit.  When  we  are  come  into  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  we  beat  our  swords  into 
ploughshares  and  war  with  the  devil  and  his 
works  by  using  spiritual  means. 

Fox  often  referred  to  the  “Royal  Law,” 
the  commandment  of  Christ  that  teaches 
us  to  love  aU  our  enemies,  accept  suffering 
as  God’s  gift,  and  bless  and  pray  for  those 


who  persecute  us.  This  Law  is  part  of  the 
Covenant  of  Peace.  One  of  the  important 
signs  that  Friends  have  obeyed  the  Royal 
Law  is  their  willingness  to  accept  suffering 
and  persecution  by  loving  the  oppressor  and 
praying  for  him. 

Fox  told  Friends  to  be  patient  and 
confident,  for  God  will  permit  persecution 
and  suffering  only  as  long  as  is  needed  for 
Truth’s  sake.  He  condemned  those  who 
break  the  Royal  Law  by  persecuting  men 
about  religious  beliefs.  He  frequently 
protested  the  use  of  carnal  weapons  to 
promote  or  protect  the  cause  of  religion.  If 
a conflict  occurs  between  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  men  and  the  higher  law  of 
God,  Friends  must  obey  the  command  of 
God. 

Fox  wrote  frequently  to  Friends  in 
prison  reminding  them  that  Christ  suffered 
with  them  and  that  God  would  not  lay  on 
them  burdens  heavier  than  they  could  bear. 
Their  time  in  prison  would  seem  short  in 
the  light  of  Christ’s  eternal  rule.  Christ  is 
the  “strong  tower”  in  whom  those  who  suffer 
may  find  refuge.  Fox  assured  Friends  that 
Christ  would  save  them.  Imprisoned 
Friends  must  stand  fast  because  “none  can 
pluck  them  out  of  the  Lord’s  hands.” 

Fox  told  all  Friends  everywhere  that 
those  who  pretend  to  fight  with  carnal 
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weapons  for  Christ  are  deceived:  Christ’s 
kingdom  is  “not  of  this  world.”  So  his 
servants  do  not  fight  when  they  are  attacked; 
instead,  they  love  their  enemies. 

Magistrates 

Fox  told  “all  Friends  everywhere”  that 
they  must  never  under  any  circumstances 
serve  in  the  armed  forces  or  in  occupations 
in  which  violence  was  necessary. 
Magistrates,  on  the  other  hand,  could  use 
the  police  power  of  their  office  as  long  as 
they  used  it  to  keep  the  peace.  Magistrates 
should  be  good  men,  not  wicked  or  high 
minded.  (Fox  had  very  high  standards  for 
officials.)  Instead,  they  should  be  awake  to 
righteousness,  heed  the  measure  of  God  in 
themselves  and  in  others,  and  answer  that 
of  God  in  every  man.  Their  sword  should 
be  “a  terror  to  evil  doers  but  a praise  to  those 
that  do  well.”  For,  as  Fox  points  out,  “the 
law  was  not  made  for  the  righteous,  but  for 
transgressors.” 

Fox,  a strong  advocate  of  the  separation 
of  church  and  state,  protests  that  the  state, 
in  the  person  of  its  magistrates,  has  no  right 
to  persecute  anyone  about  matters  of 
religious  faith.  Religious  protesters  should 
not  be  punished  and  beaten,  or  “knocked 
down  and  tumbled  up,  and  struck  with 
cudgels  and  fists.”  Although  they  do  not  lift 
up  a hand  against  their  persecutors,  these 
protesters  are  imprisoned  as  peace  breakers. 
Magistrates  should  not  concern  themselves 
about  religion.  Fox  accused  the  state  of 
usurping  functions  that  rightly  belong  to 
God.  “Where  does  God  have  His  due,”  he 
asks,  “when  Caesar  will  have  all?” 

Fox  appeals  to  magistrates  to  set 
prisoners  free  and  to  use  only  spiritual 
weapons  in  the  future.  All  jails  should  be 
opened  and  the  prisoners  brought  out  of  the 
“nasty  holes  and  dungeons.”  “For  the  Lord 
has  overturned  the  power  that  imprisons,” 
says  Fox.  Friends  should  not  pay  taxes  to 
the  magistrates,  nor  should  they  worship  as 
the  magistrates  dictate  and  certainly  not  bear 
arms  for  them.  However,  Friends  should 
pray  for  their  welfare. 


Christ,  the  Sovereign  of  the  Universe 


For  Fox,  Jesus  Christ  is  the  sovereign 
Lord  of  the  universe.  He  has  authority, 
jurisdiction  and  power  over  all  men,  and  so 
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all  of  them  owe  Him  allegiance.  Fox’s  belief 
in  the  universal  kingship  of  Christ  is  the 
keystone  of  his  faith  and  also  of  his  attitude 
toward  war.  Christ  begins  his  rule  in  the 
hearts  of  his  saints,  i.e.  Friends,  and  through 
them  he  will  reign  over  the  whole  world. 
Christ,  as  King,  will  judge  all  nations,  send 
the  wicked  to  eternal  torment,  and  bring 
immediate  joy  and  deliverance  to  the 
righteous  in  his  kingdom. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  kingdom  has 
already  come  and  is  coming  to  those  who 
give  him  first  place  in  their  lives.  Christ,  the 
conquering  King  of  judgment,  becomes 
Christ  the  conquering  Lamb  who  will 
vanquish  all  evil,  whether  individual,  social 
or  cosmic,  and  will  bring  into  existence  a 
new  heaven,  a new  earth  and  a kingdom  of 
eternal  peace  to  all. 

Since  vengeance  belongs  solely  to  God 
Fox  believed  that  God  will  repay  those  who 
had  harmed  Friends.  Fox  promises  that 
those  who  persecute  Friends  wiU  be  “ground 
to  powder.” 

Christ  is  the  answer  for  Fox  and  he  tells 
“all  dear  friends  and  brethren  in  the  world” 
that  they  should  “be  of  good  cheer,  for 
Christ  has  overcome  the  world.  In  Him  all 
overcome  the  devil  and  his  works,  and 
without  Him  nothing  can  be  done.” 

Canbyjones  summarizes  George  Fox’s 
attitude  toward  war  as  follows: 

1)  He  believed  that  the  origin  of  war  is 
sin,  lust,  disobedience  and  the  devil. 

2)  He  lived  in  the  “life  and  power  that 
takes  away  the  occasion  of  aU  wars.” 
This  life  and  power  is  also  called  the 
Lamb,  the  Christ,  the  Royal  Seed,  and 
the  Gospel. 

3)  He  lived  under  a Covenant  of  Peace 
or  the  Royal  Law,  which  requires  us  to 
love  enemies,  accept  suffering,  and  bless 
persecutors.  He  never  struck  back. 

4)  He  relied  on  spiritual  weapons  and 
the  “armor  of  Light,”  not  on  carnal 
weapons. 

5)  He  believed  that  magistrates  had  a 
legitimate  right  to  use  force,  but  that 
they  were  not  to  persecute  individuals 
for  practicing  their  religion. 

6)  For  Fox,  the  Lamb,  Christ  the  King, 
ruler  of  the  universe,  is  the  answer  to 
all  human  ills.  The  Lamb  will  be 
victorious. 


Postscript 

The  Lamb’s  War  is  an  inner  war  in 
which  Fox  patiently  accept  suffering  and 
expects  Friends  to  do  likewise.  However, 
as  soon  as  Friends  are  beaten,  accused, 
arrested,  or  have  their  property  confiscated. 
Fox  teUs  them  how  to  collect  the  papers  that 
they  will  need  to  go  to  court,  advising  them 
to  be  sure  and  get  witnesses.  He  is  concerned 
about  day-to-day  life  and  how  Friends  are 
to  survive.  He  seems  especially  concerned 
about  the  seizure  of  Friends’  property 
necessary  for  their  livelihood.  Fox  certainly 
is  confrontational,  and  he  advises  Friends 
to  confront  their  persecutors. 

His  worldview  is  composed  of  two 
elements.  He  is  concerned  about  both  the 
inner  spiritual  life  and  life  in  the  world.  He 
gives  meaning  and  significance  to  both. The 
simple  act  of  tipping  or  not  tipping  one’s 
hat  has  inner  spiritual  meaning  as  well  as  a 
message  for  the  world. 


When  I first  read  George  Fox's  Attitude 
Towards  War  and  thought  about  how  it 
related  to  our  present  situation,  I hunted 
around  for  something  that  I was 
comfortable  doing  to  bear  witness  to  my 
Quaker  faith.  I could  confront  persons  in 
high  positions:  presidents,  senators  and 
governors.  I could  bombard  them  with 
letters,  phone  calls  and  lots  and  lots  of  e- 
mail.  Even  if  I could  not  expect  to  be 
treated  fairly.  Fox  advises  me  to  collect  my 
documents  and  send  them  to  the  same 
people.  This  I could  certainly  do. 

Having  done  this,  would  I expect  Fox 
to  say,  “Good  job,  well  done”? 

No!  He  expected  total  commitment 
from  Friends.  In  his  pastoral  letters  he 
complains  several  times  about  people  with 
aggravating  personalities.  I am  sure  that  I 
would  fall  into  this  category  with  my 
choice  of  doing  the  lesser  outward  part 
instead  of  the  more  important  inward 
spiritual  work.  □ 


Spiritual  Hunger 


by  Stephen  Pope 
Santa  Barbara  Meeting  (CA) 

I have  received  a variety  of  very 
interesting  responses  over  the  past  year 
to  my  e-mail  signature.  The  line  I use  is, 
“Faith,  surrender,  and  hope  are  only  as 
important  to  life  as,  say,  breathing.” 

The  people  who  have  responded 
(among  them  several  Friends)  have 
invariably  asked  specifically  about  my 
interpretation  of  the  word  “surrender,” 
(as  though  faith  and  hope  were 
themselves  well-understood).  There  are 
several  quotes  I’d  like  to  contribute  here. 

The  prayer  attributed  to  St.  Francis 
opens  with,  “Lord,  make  me  an 
instrument  of  your  peace.  Where  there 
is  hatred,  let  me  sow  love.”  Psalm  19,  in 
the  recent  translation  by  Stephen 
Mitchell,  begs,  “Let  me  keep 
surrendering  myself  until  I am  utterly 
transparent.”  A landmark  song  with  the 
title  “Awaken”  by  one  of  my  all-time 
favorite  rock  bands,  who  are  called  Yes, 
has  the  line  (shouted  at  full  volume) 

“Oh  closely  guided  plan,  awaken  in  our 
hearts!” 


It  feels  as  though  everywhere  I 
look,  I hear  artists  and  seekers  crying 
out  in  surrender,  not  simply  asking  for 
God’s  intervention,  but  asking  to  be 
led,  asking  to  be  made  instruments  of 
God’s  will,  and  recognizing  that  it 
involves  our  listening  better,  not  God’s 
yelling  louder. 

If  only  it  were  easy  for  us  to 
arrange  for  our  lives  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  spirit.  We  have  to  make  a place  for 
it;  the  process  requires  slowing  down, 
letting  go  of  our  momentary 
attachments,  listening,  making  an 
explicit  place  for  divinity  in  our  lives. 

In  one  of  her  books  on  angels,  Doreen 
Virtue  presents  the  following  rules  for 
bringing  Angels  into  your  life:  (1)  Live 
your  life  with  full  integrity;  (2) 
Acknowledge  (explicitly)  your  faith  in 
Angels;  and  (3)  Have  the  silence  to 
hear  what  they’re  saying. 

In  the  end,  returning  to  my  e-mail 
quote,  I actually  have  a much  harder 
time  defining  and  staying  in  touch  with 
faith  and  hope  than  maintaining  an 
attitude  of  surrender  and  spiritual 
hunger.  □ 
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Utah  Friends 
Focus  on 
Immigration 
at  their 

Winter  Gathering 


by  Cindy  Yurth 

Logan  (UT)  Meeting 


Friends  in  Utah  learned  about  the  history 
and  politics  of  immigration  at  their 
annual  winter  gathering  Jan.  17-18,  2004, 
in  Salt  Lake  City.  Vu  Due  Vuong  of  the 
AFSC  familiarized  us  with  the  history  of 
immigration,  noting  that,  except  for  certain 
East  Africans,  everyone  on  earth  is  either 
an  immigrant  or  the  descendant  of 
immigrants.  Immigrants  often  leave  their 
homes  for  economic  opportunity,  but  find 
themselves  oppressed  and  underpaid, 
especially  if  they  are  in  the  host  country 
illegally.  However,  in  the  US  and  many  other 
countries,  they  are  an  essential  part  of  the 
economy,  taking  jobs  that  people  in  the  host 
country  won’t  do.  In  addition,  they  send 
millions  of  dollars  back  to  their  families  in 
their  home  countries  every  year,  so  they  are 
an  essential  part  of  their  home  countries’ 
economies  as  well. 

Locally,  a case  in  point  is  the  striking 
Co-Op  Miners,  a group  whom  George 
Neckel,  a Quaker  who  works  for  Utah  Jobs 
with  Justice,  is  very  familiar  with.  Neckel 
told  attenders  at  the  breakout  session  he 
presented  that  the  miners  are  striking  not 
only  for  fair  pay  (they  currently  make  just 
over  $5  an  hour,  compared  with  S21  an  hour 
at  comparable  mines  in  Utah)  but  for 
compliance  with  federal  health  and  safety 
standards  at  the  central  Utah  coal  mine. 
They  also  want  a recognized  union  that  does 
not  include  members  of  management,  as  the 
mine’s  present  union  does.  Most  of  the 
workers  are  from  Sinaloa,  Mexico.  Neckel 
offered  Utah  Friends  ways  to  show  solidarity 
with  the  miners  by  picketing  alongside  them 
or  bringing  their  families  food  and  supplies. 

Randy  Wirth  of  Logan,  Utah,  whose 
coffee  company  (called  Caffe  Ibis)  was 
written  up  in  Newsweek  magazine  for  being 
one  of  a handful  in  the  country  that  sells 
triple  certified  (organic,  shade-grown,  fairly 
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traded)  coffee,  presented  a workshop  on  how 
consumers  can  vote  with  their  pocketbooks 
for  fair  trade  and  a living  wage.  Wirth,  who 
said  his  business  philosophy  was  inspired 
by  the  late  Allen  Stokes,  founder  of  the  first 
Quaker  meeting  in  Utah,  urged  attenders 
to  look  for  the  Fair  Trade  certification  label 
when  they  buy  coffee  and  other  products 
(see  www.caffeibis.com). 

Vuong  gave  a breakout  session  on  the 
AFSC’s  new  emphasis  on  immigration  and 


migration,  and  why  these  topics  are  so 
important  to  Quakers.  Another  group, 
facilitated  by  Mark  Innocenti  of  Logan 
Monthly  Meeting,  discussed  the  books 
“Nickeled  and  Dimed”  and  “Reefer 
Madness.” 

After  a business  meeting,  the  evening 
wrapped  up  with  dinner  and  a fashion  show 
by  the  junior  and  senior  young  Friends  of 
clothes  they  had  found  at  a local  thrift  store, 
thereby  bypassing  the  usual  consumer  trend 


of  buying  cheap  imported  clothes 
manufactured  in  offshore  sweatshops.  A 
talent  show  for  both  youth  and  adults 
rounded  out  the  evening.  Friends  from 
Logan  and  Moab  monthly  meetings  stayed 
overnight  with  Salt  Lake  Friends  and  joined 
them  for  worship  at  the  Ladies  Literary 
Guild  building  the  following  morning 
before  dispersing  to  points  north  and  south. 
It  was  an  enjoyable  and  informative 
weekend.  □ 


Arizona  Friends 
Hold  Vigil 
At  Border 

by  Marybeth  Webster 
Arizona  Friends  Community 
(see  next  page) 

Sunset  flames  to  the  west  as  we  collect 
crates  of  15  inch  wooden  crosses  from 
the  trunks  of  cars.  We  walk  along  the 
new  sidewalk  beside  a narrow  park  leading 
from  Douglas,  AZ,  to  the  immigration  gate 
opening  into  Agua  Prieta,  Sonora,  Mexico. 
A line  of  us  forms  and  begins  to  move  slowly, 
usually  6 to  12  men  and  women,  sometimes 
a child,  Mexican  and  North  American, 
Presbyterians,  Quakers,  Catholics. 

The  first  in  line  stops,  holds  aloft  a 
cross,  and  we  all  stop,  gazing  at  the  cross  as 
he  reads  off  the  name  crudely  printed  in 
black  marker  on  the  whitewashed  wood: 
“Maria  Alejandra  Orea.”  We  all  chant, 
“Presente.”  We  pass  the  upheld  cross  and 
move  on  several  yards,  stop  and  repeat  with 
the  next  cross  and  the  next  name  of  a 
Mexican  immigrant  who  died  attempting 
to  cross  Cochise  County  to  find  work... and 
the  next,  and  the  next.  Names  are  read  loudly 
and  clearly,  “Presente”  repeated  to  honor 
their  presence  among  us  in  memory,  until 
we  have  leaned  all  but  one  of  the  crosses  on 
curb  or  fence  of  about  three  city  blocks,  138 
crosses  now.  More  are  added  each  week.  One 
cross  notes  “child  of  4.”  Two  say,  “No 
identificado.” 

Our  line  bends  into  a semi-circle.  A 
Friend’s  plaintive  harmonica  softly  weeps 
as  we  pass  the  last  cross  from  hand  to  hand 
in  silent  meditation  on  the  life  it 
represents,  this  week  a 55-year-old  man 
known  to  have  died  of  heat  and  thirst  last 
July.  A scripture  is  read  first  in  Spanish, 
then  in  English.  Out  of  silence  some 


speak  from  our  hearts  of  our  own  response 
or  thoughts  or  experiences.  We  close  this 
week  with  “We  shall  Overcome”  in 
Spanish:  “En  mi  corazon  yo  creo  que 
nosotros  venceremos”. 

Night  has  overcome  the  flaming 
sunset.  Cars  and  pedestrians  flow  toward 
the  border;  people  stare  at  us  and  the  eyes 
of  one  woman  in  a car  as  she  looks  at  us, 
glitter  with  tears.  Few  words  are  spoken 
to  us.  I ask  the  Mexican  Presbyterian 


minister  if  these  people  understand  what 
we  are  doing.  He  answers,  “Some  ask.  As 
they  see  us  week  after  week,  they  begin  to 
understand.  Did  you  see  the  man  lean 
from  his  car  and  say,  ‘God  bless  you!’.  He 
is  a Border  Patrolman  from  my  church.” 
We  walk  back  the  three  blocks,  re- 
gathering the  crosses  quietly,  then  we  re- 
pack them  in  the  cars  and  say,  “Good 
night.  Buenas  Noches.  Hasta  Martes. 
Until  next  Tuesday...”  □ 


Greetings  from  the  Arizona  Border.  Two 
days  before  Christmas  two  more 
undocumented  migrants  died  here  in 
Cochise  County  where  I live  in  the  winter. 
One  died  from  hypothermia  on  the  night 
when  the  temperature  dipped  to  11  degrees. 
That  same  night  I was  on  the  border 
distributing  blankets  to  deported  migrants 
with  another  Healing  Our  Borders  member. 
At  the  same  time  that  the  border  becomes 
more  reinforced  with  Border  Patrol  and 
harder  to  cross,  more  women  and  children 
are  attempting  to  cross  to  join  their  men  and 


reunite  their  families  permanently  in  the 
United  States.  As  I watch  children  and  their 
mothers  being  returned  to  Mexico  on  these 
cold  nights  I’m  heartbroken.  I can  only  hand 
them  a blanket.  There  have  been  about  37 
deaths  in  Cochise  county  alone  this  past 
year. 

Globalization  has  put  thousands  of 
people  on  the  move  to  find  work  to  support 
their  families.  Migrants  from  El  Salvador 
and  Ecuador  as  well  as  Mexico  have  walked 
to  my  door  asking  for  help.  Our  house  is 
about  eight  miles  north  of  the  border. 
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Friends,  please  help\  A new  border 
policy,  especially  a new  guest  worker  policy 
is  long  overdue.  Micro-loan  programs  to  lift 
the  economy  can  slow  “illegal”  migration. 
Soon  it  will  be  summer  again  when  the 
deaths  escalate.  Please  use  all  your 
peacemaking  tools  to  change  the  law  and 
improve  the  lives  of  these  suffering 
people. — Judy  Plank,  Paulina  FM,  Paulina, 
Iowa  and  Cochise  Worship  Group  (AZ). 

The  Arizona  Friends 
Community 

(See  arizonafriends.co,  p.  23) 

We  at  Arizona  Friends  Community  are 
gradually  developing  a many-acre 
tract  of  the  Sulfur  Springs  Valley  in  the 
southeast  corner  of  Arizona  into  a friendly 
community  (mostly  (fakers  so  far)  in 
which  people  are  only  asked  to  be  good 
neighbors.  Each  buys  their  own  lot  and 
builds  a house  of  their  choice.  We  have 
shares  in  the  artesian  wells  and  make 
decisions  that  affect  us  at  an  annual  meeting 
in  the  manner  of  Friends. 

I chose  AZFC  because  1)  my  money 
goes  a lot  farther  in  Arizona  than  it  did  in 
California  and,  2)  at  74, 1 saw  the  “courtyard 
estate  option  “ where  3 or  4 of  us  close 
neighbors  agree  to  meet  once  a day  to  review 
needs  and  resources  as  a way  to  extend  my 
independent  living  beyond  the  usual  time 
for  assisted  living. 

The  360  degree  views  of  mountains,  the 
exotic  desert  flora  and  fauna,  and  the  infinite 
skies  are  uplifting  and  inspire  my  art  work. 
The  bilingualism,  the  excitement  of  living 
in  the  midst  of  different  cultures  with 
Mexico  within  walking  distance,  various 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  unique  hybrid 
borderlands  are  endlessly  fascinating.  The 
opportunities  for  social  action  and  for 
service  are  limitless.  The  warmth  and 
closeness  of  the  community  confirms  my 
choice.  Those  who  have  been  here  year- 
round  find  the  summers  bearable  since 
nights  are  always  cool,  and  the  winters 
delightful  with  lizard-basking  warm  days 
and  cold  nights. 

An  established  meeting  house  less  than 
20  miles  north  at  Friends  Southwest  Center 
nurtures  our  spiritual  lives  and  connects  us 
through  Pima  Meeting  (Tucson,  AZ)  and 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  to  the  wider 
world  of  Friends. — Submitted  by  Marybeth 
Webster. 


‘^Travels  with  Eric,  ” continued  from  p.  8 

God  works  through  us.  God  chooses 
to  work  through  people  no  holier  than  you 
and  me. 

Our  nominating  time  should  be  our 
equivalent  of  high  holy  days.  Does 
leadership  emerge? 

We  can  look  at  our  community  in  that 
we — all  of  us — are  the  chosen.  God  put 
these  people  together.  We  are  the  given, 
the  gift.  We  want  to  bring  our  best  selves 
to  Meeting,  but  sometimes  our  problems 
are  gifts. 

South  Mountain  Meeting  liked  their 
retreat  so  much  they’re  considering 
holding  an  annual  retreat  on  Veteran’s 
Day. 

We  headed  north  to  Eugene,  OR. 
Our  first  stop  was  the  home  of  A1  and 
Dorothy  Andersen.  The  Andersens  divide 
their  time  between  Eugene  and  Tucson, 
AZ.  We  then  went  on  the  Eugene 
Meeting  House  for  a potluck.  Eugene,  the 
third-largest  Meeting  in  NPYM,  meets  in 
a Japanese-style  meeting  house.  They  are 
bursting  at  the  seams,  especially  with 
children.  Eugene  Meeting  divided  our 
visit  into  two  parts,  with  a gathering  in 
the  evening  and  a meeting  of  the  women’s 
group  the  next  day. 

Eugene  Meeting,  November  12,  2004. 
The  Query  for  the  evening  was:  “How 
does  the  Meeting  support  us  as 
individuals?  Our  leadings?  How  does  the 
Meeting  support  our  children?  It  was  a 
worship-discussion  with  Eric 
participating. 

When  we  accept  people  into 
membership  we  are  saying  that  we 
welcome  you  as  fellow  travelers  on  the 
path.  How  do  we  sense  the  unfinishedness 
in  each  of  us? 

It  was  suggested  that  a chain  letter 
be  started  within  the  Meeting.  Sakre 
Edson  agreed  to  start  it.  Friends  were  to 
write  something  and  pass  the  letter  on  to 
the  next  person  in  the  Meeting  Directory. 
(The  Meeting  Newsletter  indicated  this 
had  happened-it  went  in  two  directions 
alphabetically  so  two  letters  are 
circulating.) 

We  left  Eugene  mid-afternoon  for  a 
two-hour  drive  to  Florence  on  the  Oregon 
Coast  to  the  home  of  Charlie  and  Jeanne 
Kimball.  Alas,  the  local  bear  did  not 
wander  through  the  back  yard. 


Florence  Worship  Group,  November  13, 
2003.  If  you  take  a path  to  the 
mountaintop,  you  have  to  be  on  one  path 
or  the  other.  As  the  paths  get  closer  to 
the  top,  they  get  closer  to  one  another. 

We  then  drove  the  two  hours  back  to 
Corvallis  and  spent  the  night.  The  next 
morning,  after  a couple  of  hours  of 
preparation,  we  hit  the  road  again, 
heading  north  for  a six-hour  drive.  We 
reached  Seattle  just  in  time  for  Friday 
evening  rush  hour  traffic.  Eventually  we 
made  our  way  through  the  suburbs  and 
arrived  at  Asia  and  Lee  Bennett’s  home 
in  Snohomish  for  dinner  and 
conversation.  The  next  morning  we  took 
a walk,  visited  over  lunch  and  then  drove 
to  Marysville. 

Marysville  Worship  Group,  November 
15,  2003.  Marysville  Worship  Group 
meets  in  a small  room  upstairs  in  the 
Unitarian  Church  in  Marysville,  WA.  We 
went  downstairs  to  the  social  hall  for  a 
potluck  and  discussion. 

It  was  observed  that  in  the  1800s 
social  and  intellectual  trends  were  such 
that  other  denominations  also  divided. 
Lucretia  Mott  often  consulted  with 
Unitarians  because  they  had  the  same 
issues.  The  different  branches  of  Friends 
we  see  today  were  all  there  in  the  time  of 
George  Fox. 

The  question  was  asked:  what  about 
incorporating  preaching  contests,  as  early 
(fakers  did,  into  religious  education  or 
worship  sharing,  worship  study? 

From  Marysville  we  droveto  Tacoma 
and  the  home  of  Susan  Dean,  a former 
Bryn  Mawr  professor,  who  moved  to 
Tacoma  a couple  of  years  ago. 

Sunday  morning  we  drove  to  Tacoma 
Meeting’s  new  location  high  on  a little 
knoll  near  a major  shopping  center  in 
South  Tacoma.  Hillside  Community 
Church,  a peace  church,  was  built  many 
years  ago  and  the  architect  was  a member 
of  Tacoma  Meeting.  With  their  numbers 
dwin41ing,  they  sold  the  building  to  the 
Meeting,  but  continue  to  meet  there  in 
the  afternoon. 

We  held  worship  with  the  rain 
beating  on  the  windows,  and  then  had  a 
potluck  lunch.  The  afternoon  program 
was  a joint  endeavor  of  the  Meeting  and 
Hillside  Church. 

Continued  in  next  issue.... 
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Promoting 

Peace 

In  the  Middle  East 
Through  Music 

by  Meera  Shanti 

Olympia  Meeting,  WA 


Meera  Shanti  is  13 years  old.  She  has  been 
playing  the  piano  since  the  age  of  two. 
A junior  member  of  Olympia  Friends  Meet- 
ing, Meera  is  educated  at  home  (see  article  by 
her  father,  David  Albert,  on  next  page).  On 
September  20,  2003,  she  gave  a benefit  piano 
recital for  Israeli-Palestinian  Bereaved  Fami- 
lies for  Peace,  an  organization  comprised  of 
Israelis  and  Palestinians  who  have  lost family 
members  in  this  war-ridden  region,  yet  believe 
strongly  in  nonviolence  and  peace  (see 
WWW.  theparentscircle.  com/parents).  Over 
$1,600  was  raised  at  this  event  and  through 
sales  of  a CD  of Meera’s  performance.  This  CD 
can  be  purchased  for  $10  (more  is  gratefully 
accepted).  Please  make  out  a check  to  "Olym- 
pia Friends  Meeting,  ” earmarked  "Bereaved 
Families,  "and send  it  to  Meera  Shanti,  1717 
18th  Court NE,  Olympia  WA  98506.  The  edi- 
tor highly  recommends  this  beautiful  and  inspi- 
rational CD  to  lovers  of  music  and peace.  Meera 
is  not  only  a gifted  musician,  she  is  also  an  excel- 
lent writer.  The  following  article  describes  her  ex- 
periences with  parents  of  Bereaved  Families. 

Rami  Elhanan  is  a 52-year-old  Israeli 
Jew.  His  14-year-old  daughter  Smadar 
Elhanan  was  killed  in  a suicide  bombing  in 
Jerusalem.  She  and  her  best  friend  were 
killed  on  the  night  ofYom  Kippur  in  1997, 
along  with  several  other  people  who  were 
either  killed  or  injured.  Smadar  and  her 
friend  were  just  on  there  way  to  the  mall  to 
get  some  books  when  their  lives  were  taken 
away  in  the  blink  of  an  eye. 

Ghazi  Brigieth  is  a 42-year-old 
Palestinian  Muslim.  His  two  brothers  were 
killed  less  than  a year  apart.  His  31 -year- 
old  brother  was  shot  by  the  Israeli  army  in 
November  of  2000,  and  his  14-year-old 
brother  was  also  shot,  on  the  way  home  from 
school  in  early  2001. 

Rami  and  Ghazi  are  members  of 
Israeli-Palestinian  Bereaved  Families  for 
Peace,  which  is  a group  of  people  that  have 
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lost  a family  member  to 
the  Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 

The  first  time  I had 
the  privilege  of  listening 
to  Rami  and  Ghazi  speak 
in  Olympia,  Washington, 
it  was  very  inspiring  and 
motivating  experience.  The  next  time  I 
heard  them  it  was  very  upsetting;  it  just 
became  more  saddening  to  hear  all  of  their 
tragedies  for  the  second  time.  The  last  time 
I heard  them,  it  almost  became  frustrating. 
It  seemed  so  incredible  that  at  one  time  they 
had  so  much  anger  or  hate  inside.  Yet  they 
were  able  to  take  all  of  that  anger,  and  turn 
it  around,  not  into  retaliation  or  revenge, 
but  into  more  love  and  compassion  for  the 
Israehs,  Palestinians,  and  people  everywhere. 

It  is  really  very  sad  to  know  that  I heard 
only  two  people  in  this  kind  of  situation 
speak,  only  three  days  out  of  my  whole  life, 
and  after  these  three  days  it  had  seemed  to 
be  one  of  the  most  overwhelming 
experiences  ever.  So  I can’t  even  begin  to 
imagine  what  it  would  be  like  to  live  with 
the  pain  of  losing  your  daughter  or  brother, 
and  have  to  live  with  that  pain  every  day  of 
your  life,  yet  still  have  the  strength  to 
promote  and  encourage  peace  and  justice  in 
the  amazing  way  these  two  people  do. 

On  October  6th,  which  was  the  day 
that  Rami  and  Ghazi  left  Washington  state, 
two  of  my  very  close  friends,  Mark  and 
Donna,  and  I went  to  Seattle  to  listen  to 
their  final  talk  in  our  state.  The  two  previous 
talks  they  gave  in  Washington  were  in 
Olympia  at  United  Churches,  where  there 
was  a huge  crowd. 

We  decided  to  take  the  ferry  up  to 
Seattle,  even  though  it  takes  longer.  First, 
we  drove  down  to  Bremerton,  where  we 
almost  missed  the  ferry  .to  Seattle. 
Fortunately,  we  had  had  very  good  weather 
along  with  the  beautiful  scenery.  When  we 


got  to  Seattle,  we  walked  around  for  a while 
at  Pike  Place  Market.  Then  we  ate  lunch  at 
an  excellent  Russian  restaurant.  After  lunch 
we  all  went  on  the  monorail,  and  then  from 
there  we  went  up  the  Space  Needle. 
Everybody  had  a really  good  time  up  in  the 
Needle,  and  we  got  some  nice  photos.  After 
the  Space  Needle,  we  met  some  of  Mark 
and  Donna’s  friends  and  had  dinner  at  a 
Greek/I  talian  restaurant. 

Finally,  we  went  from  there  to  Rami 
and  Ghazi’s  lecture  where  there  wasn’t  a big 
crowd,  but  it  was  still  just  as  wonderful  to 
listen.  They  ended  up  raising  over  $300! 
One  thing  that  stuck  with  me  after  the  day 
in  Seattle  was  something  that  Ghazi  said. 
On  the  way  up  to  the  Space  Needle  they 
checked  our  bags  and  then  let  us  move  on. 
After  the  bag  checking,  Ghazi  said  that  it 
was  for  sure  the  best  check  point  he  had 
ever  been  through.  Even  though  it  was  sort 
of  a joke,  it  was  kind  of  sad  to  hear.  October 
6th  was  one  of  the  best  days  of  my  life,  and 
even  though  it  was  technically  just  a day  in 
Seattle,  Washington  with  some  very  nice 
people,  it  was  much  more  to  me,  and  it’s 
something  I will  treasure  for  the  rest  of  my 
life. 

Over  all,  I think  everything  turned  out 
great,  and  I think  a lot  of  other  people 
thought  so,  too.  It  was  an  inspiring  and 
motivating,  as  well  as  educational  experience 
for  me.  Rami  and  Ghazi  are  two  of  the  most 
wonderful  and  courageous  people  I have 
ever  met. 

"Promoting  Peace”  continued  on  page  20 
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Original  Seeking  and  the  Voyage 

of  Self  Discovery 


By  David  H.  Albert 

Olympia  (WA)  Meeting 

[The following  is  the  second  part  of a talk  about 
homeschooling  that  David  gave  at  Honolulu 
Friends  Meeting  (see  FB,  1/04,  p.  10).  David 
is  not  only  the  author  of  several  books  about 
homeschooling,  he  is  also  the  father  of  Meera 
Shanti,  whose  article  on  peacemaking  through 
music  appears  on  the  previous  page.] 

I give  talks  to  homeschooling  groups 
about  the  inner  lives  of  children,  hovv^ 
they  are  influenced  and  shaped,  how 
they  develop,  what  are  some  signs  parents 
can  listen  for,  and  how  understanding  and 
nurturing  the  inner  life  of  the  child  can  and 
should  be  placed  at  the  center  of  the  family’s 
educational  efforts.  Many  of  these  themes 
will  be  found  in  my  new  book.  The  talks 
have  various  names,  sometimes  humorous 
or  catchy.  “Learning  About  Learning:  Con- 
versations with  My  Violin”  examines  the 
conversations  children  have  with  themselves 
as  they  grow  and  change.  “Tackling  Sushi” 
explores  what  it  is  like  to  encounter  the  to- 
tally new  and  strange.  “Beans  and  the  Cur- 
riculum of  Creamed  Corn”  investigates  the 
kinds  of  questions  children  at  various  stages 
might  ask  about  the  world  and  how  to  ex- 
plore them  together,  and  I show  how  I can 
create  an  entire  K-12  curriculum — cover- 
ing every  subject — with  a single  can  of 
cream-style  corn. 

I wiU  spend  an  hour  or  so  making  my 
points — using  various  metaphors,  passing 
around  props,  citing  favorite  authors,  talk- 
ing about  the  experience  of  homeschooling 
my  daughters  Aliyah  (now  15)  and  Meera 
(12),  reminding  mothers  and  fathers  of  their 
own  school  experiences,  and  searching  for 
the  best  way  to  connect  with  my  audience. 
And  then,  often,  about  20  minutes  into  the 
question-and-answer  period,  someone  will 
ask  me  which  math  curriculum  she  should 
use  with  her  seven-year-old  son. 

I am  disappointed  by  the  question,  but 
I am  no  longer  surprised  by  it.  I am,  for  bet- 
ter or  worse,  a homeschooling  “expert”  and 
should  therefore  be  able,  at  least  in  an  advi- 
sory capacity,  to  provide  the  same  kind  of 
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answers  to  a homeschooling  parent  that  a 
school  board  provides  to  a second  grade 
schoolteacher.  (To  my  publisher’s  credit,  he 
was  in  no  position  to  offer  me — a middle- 
aged  man — a six-figure  advance  to  write  a 
book  telling  twenty-something  women  how 
to  successfully  become  full-time  mothers, 
and  he  probably  wouldn’t  have  wanted  to, 
in  any  case.) 

But  I don’t  know  anything  about  her 
seven-year-old  or  the  context  of  her 
homeschooling  efforts.  I don’t  know  if  he 
even  wants  to  be  learning  math  just  now, 
and,  if  so,  why,  or,  really,  if  he  should  be.  I 
have  become  convinced,  by  looking  at  more 
than  my  share  of  curricula  and  talking  to 
enough  people,  that  virtually  every  single 
curriculum  ever  published,  even  those  I ab- 
solutely abhor,  will  ‘work’  (at  some  opera- 
tional level,  though  there  maybe  unintended 
consequences)  with  some  individual  child 
at  some  specific  age  in  some  particular 
school  or  family  configuration.  I might  have 
my  own  particular  favorites,  or  none  at  all, 
or  some  tricks  or  techniques  to  share,  but 
they  would  be  httle  more  than  personal  pre- 
dilections. I will  and  do  share  them  if  and 
when  pressed,  but  filling  the  math  hole  in 
the  little  boy  is  just  not  one  of  my  priorities. 


And  then,  as  would  happen  during 
the  Q&A,  and  happens  again  even  as  I 
write  this,  I realize  how  uncharitable  I can 
be.  For  there  was  a time  (there  must  have 
been  a time,  even  if  very  brief  in  our  case) 
when  my  wife  Ellen  and  I (not  to  force 
her  to  share  any  of  the  blame),  would  have 
thought  that  what  we  had  to  be  about  was 
reproducing  school  at  home,  only  better. 
Luckily  for  the  kids,  and  for  us,  our  chil- 
dren had  drilled  us  well  enough  in  the  sec- 
ond curriculum  (listening),  and  we  turn 
into  listeners!  And  since  neither  Aliyah 
nor  Meera  had  experienced  school,  they 
trained  us  in  a whole  new  repertoire,  one 
that  placed  in  the  forefront  their  need  for 
learning  and  for  being,  rather  than  ours 
for  teaching. 

The  choice  of  curricula  presumes  the 
list  of  subject  matter  is  fixed.  With  all  due 
respect  (and  I have  precious  little)  for  the 
state  learning  objectives,  E.D.  Hirsch’s 
books  of  lists  of  “what  your  child  needs  to 
know  in  third  grade”  (if  she  wants  to  grow 
up  to  be  E.D.  Hirsch),  or  medieval  theo- 
ries about  the  training  of  the  mind  (at  the 
end  of  which  you  are  almost  guaranteed 
to  feel  hke  a failure),  my  children  have  con- 
vinced me  that  there  need  not  be  a subject 
matter  list  at  all  (though  I do  believe  there 
is  a universal  need  for  lots  of  time  outside 
and  in  nature,  and,  in  our  culture,  in  the 
grocery  store). 

This  doesn’t  mean  there  isn’t  anything 
that  must  be  learned.  On  the  contrary,  my 
children  have  taught  me  that  there  is  a 
single  lesson  that  is  absolutely  essential  for 
children,  especially  before  the  age  of  10, 
and  without  which  all  the  attention  to  sub- 
ject matter  goes  for  naught.  Here  it  is 
(trumpets,  or  least  italicized  typeface, 
please!):  It  is  essential  that  children  learn 
that  fulfilling  their  quests  for  knowledge, 
and  for  mastery,  requires  time,  energy,  and 
effort,  and  that  putting  in  the  necessary 
time,  energy,  and  effort  can  get  them  where 
they  want  to  go. 

The  subject  matter  at  this  point 
doesn’t  matter.  In  fact,  a fixation  on  sub- 
ject matter  or  learning  a list  of  facts  might 
actually  get  in  the  way  of  the  lesson.  Con- 
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sider  seven-year-old  Susie.  Dad  took  her  to 
a ballgame,  and  she  decides  she  wants  to 
hit  homeruns  like  Barry  Bonds.  Mom  signs 
her  up  for  tee-ball.  Susie  goes  out  onto  to 
the  field  in  her  new  tee-ball-team  tee-shirt, 
new  athletic  shoes,  and  team  cap,  and  walks 
up  to  the  plate  for  the  first  time.  She  rubs 
her  hands  with  dirt  (as  she  saw  Barry  Bonds 
do),  picks  up  the  bat,  and  takes  a mighty 
swing  at  the  ball  mounted  on  the  tee.  Noth- 
ing happens.  She  missed.  She  takes  another 
swing,  perhaps  a little  less  mighty  than  the 
first.  She  hits  the  tee,  and  the  ball  falls 
meekly  to  the  ground.  And  then  one  more 
swing,  with  all  her  might, 
and  the  ball  slowly  rolls  off 
the  tee  toward  second  base. 

“Run!”  S usie’s  teammates 
yell,  and  she  runs  towards 
first  base.  The  second  base 
girl  bobbles  the  ball,  and 
Susie  beats  the  throw  to  first. 

“Safe!”  cries  the  umpire. 

If  things  go  well  over  the 
period  of  the  next  several  weeks  and  months, 
Susie  will  try  to  copy  the  better  hitters,  many 
older  than  she,  mostly  by  watching  them 
intently.  She  will  take  some  little  direct  in- 
struction from  the  coach,  and  from  her  dad. 
But,  mostly,  she’ll  hit  the  ball  off  the  tee  a 
couple  of  hundred  or  thousand  times,  with 
the  encouragement  of  her  friends,  until,  fi- 
nally, she  manages  to  hit  it  beyond  the  in- 
field for  the  first  time.  No,  it  won’t  go  over 
the  fence... yet.  But  Susie — and  she  could 
have  been  a violinist,  a birdwatcher,  a stamp 
collector,  an  Irish  stepdancer,  a poet,  a Lego 
builder,  a gardener,  or  aU  of  the  above — has 
internalized  the  most  important  lesson  she 
will  ever  learn,  and  that  is  the  satisfaction 
that  can  come  with  a knowledge  quest  that 
is  self-chosen,  and  of  putting  in  the  neces- 
sary effort  to  fulfill  it.  And,  with  a little 
encouragement,  and  with  repeated  experi- 
ences of  this  kind,  Susie  will  have  learned 
experimentally  that  this  lesson  is  transfer- 
able to  other  aspects  of  her  young  life. 

If  you  think  there  is  something  more 
important  going  on  in  our  nation’s  classrooms, 
or  in  any  curriculum  guide  you  have  ever  seen, 
I ask  you  to  reconsider.  Don’t  take  my  word 
for  it.  Spend  a few  minutes  to  sit  quietly  and 
examine  the  voyages  toward  knowledge  you 
have  undertaken  in  your  own  life,  how  the 
boat  was  launched,  and  what  was  necessary 
to  steer  you  safely  into  shore. 

Butterfly  larvae  don’t  have  wings,  and 


chrysalides  don’t  fly.  And  if  you  cut  them 
open  early  enough,  you  will  see  little  that  is 
‘butterfly’  about  them.  But  the  nature  that 
inhabits  them  is  already  there. 

Now  environment  will  impact  the  con- 
dition in  which  butterflies  will  emerge: 
whether  leaves  were  green  and  plentiful  for 
the  larvae  to  nibble  on,  whether  branches 
for  the  cocoons  were  sturdy  enough  to  with- 
stand a strong  wind,  and  whether  or  not  they 
were  subject  to  potential  predators.  But  re- 
gardless of  what  happens,  what  emerges  will 
never  be  a moth.  A misshapen  or  stunted 
butterfly  perhaps,  but  never  a moth. 


Children,  of  course,  are  not  butterflies. 
They  must  contend,  as  must  we  all,  with  the 
surrounding  culture,  and  we  are  all  at  least 
partially  shaped  by  it.  But  the  seed  within, 
informed  and  nurtured  by  that  Light  (call 
it  nature  if  you  will),  is  already  there,  even 
as  it  is  prepared  to  make  its  appearance  as  a 
unique  and  entire  expression  of  what  it 
means  to  be  human.  The  child  is  not  a col- 
lection of  deficits,  nor  a set  of  missing  facts, 
much  as  the  larva  is  not  a butterfly  without 
wings.  She  is  a singular  whole,  revealed  to 
us  in  the  present,  and  a source  of  continu- 
ing revelation  in  the  future.  And  most  of 
all,  if  the  voyage  of  self-discovery  is  a fruit- 
ful one,  engaged  awareness  will  provide  an 
avenue  for  continuing  revelation  for  herself 
The  child’s  voyage  of  discovery  and 
self-discovery  is  not  without  effort.  Indeed, 
no  matter  how  old-hat  the  world  has  be- 
come for  us,  it  is  recreated  anew,  spanking 
new,  in  all  its  wonders  and  terrors  and 
miracles,  for  each  and  every  child,  each  time 
a world  created  just  for  her.  And  the  chal- 
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lenge  is  to  master  it  and,  in  doing  so,  to 
master  oneself 

I have  come  through  experience  to  em- 
brace a concept  called  “original  seeking”.  I 
think  I may  have  heard  it  for  the  first  time 
in  Quaker  circles,  but  it  is  by  no  means  a 
term  that  is  special  to  Friends. 

We  are  born  upon  this  earth  to  seek. 
We  witness  this  seeking  behavior  the  first 
time  the  newborn  infant  seeks  out  its 
mother’s  breast,  and  we  see  it  continue 
through  childhood,  and  throughout  our 
lifecycle  as  humans.  Indeed,  the  utter  fear- 
lessness of  childhood,  the  willingness  of 
children,  at  least  before  it  is 
quelled,  to  set  sail  bravely 
into  a pristine  world,  is  an 
expression  of  this  inner  pro- 
pulsion. We  put  all  of  our 
resources  into  this  seek- 
ing— the  keenness  of  our 
five  senses  (and  maybe 
more),  the  force  of  our  in- 
tellect, the  drive  at  the  core 
of  our  being.  This  seeking  can  be  shaped 
and  transformed  by  our  families  and  cul- 
ture, dulled  by  time,  misshaped  by  tragedy 
or  circumstance,  freed  up  by  nurturance,  but 
of  one  thing  I am  certain:  it  is  impossible  to 
stamp  out.  For  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  the 
very  defining  characteristic  of  human  be- 
ings. 

But  at  the  same  time  each  journey  of 
seeking  is  absolutely  original,  even  as  each 
and  every  child  is  unique.  We  are  made  this 
way.  No  two  journeys  are  identical,  nor  are 
our  characteristics,  as  they  display  them- 
selves during  our  seeking  in  our  individual 
habits,  proclivities,  behavior,  personalities, 
and  gifts — the  outward  manifestations  of 
our  own  original  nature.  There  are  no  ‘aver- 
age’ children,  only  people  forced  to  conform 
to  particular,  and  not  very  well-thought-out, 
management  schemes,  modeled  on  a 19th 
century  Prussian  military,  where  soldiers 
were  interchangeable,  and  one  dead  enemy 
was  as  good  as  another.  Recognition  of  the 
utter  originality  of  each  and  every  journey, 
to  my  way  of  thinking,  remains  by  far  the 
single  most  important  reason  to 
homeschool. 

Such  an  understanding  of  this  truth 
about  human  beings  is  ancient.  The  Greek 
philosopher  Aristotle  coined  a term  for  a 
philosophy  which  incorporates  some  of  this 
wisdom — eudaimonism  (yoo-di-moan- 
isum).  The  term  itself  is  rather  difficult  to 
translate,  but  Aristotle  posited  eudaimonism 


Each  journey  of  seeking  is  absolutely 
original,  even  as  each  and  every  child  is 
unique. . . There  are  no  ‘average’  children. . . . 
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against  stoicism — the  idea  that  happiness 
is  best  achieved  through  an  attitude  that  re- 
sults in  the  avoidance,  or  at  least  the  miti- 
gation, of  pain — and  hedonism — the  idea 
that  happiness  is  best  actualized  through 
maximizing  pleasure  and  pursuing  narrow 
self-interest.  Against  these  notions, 
eudaimonists  hold  to  the  view  that  well- 
being consists  of  fulfilling  one’s  own 
daimon,  or  inner  nature.  Eudaimonism  dis- 
tinguishes between  those  needs  and  desires 
that  are  subjectively  felt  and  whose  satis- 
faction leads  to  momentary  pleasure,  and 
those  whose  realization  is  conducive  to  hu- 
man growth  and  produces  eudaimonia — 
well-being. 

Eudaimonism  should  not  be  confused 
with  narrow  self-interest.  A broad  view  of 
this  philosophy  would  hold  that  it  may  be 
one’s  nature  to  serve  others  or  the  common 
good,  or  to  commit  oneself  to  religious  ser- 
vice, or  simply  to  realize  a concern  for  the 
self-fulfillment  of  others  as  a necessary  con- 
dition for  one’s  own  self-fulfillment.  But 
eudaimonists  would  strictly  hold  to  the 
stance  that  what  life  should  be  about  is  the 
actualizing  of  human  potential,  and  that 
well-being  makes  its  appearance  when 
people’s  life  activities  are  most  congruent 
with  their  own  deeply  held  values  and  are 
holistically  and  fully  engaged. 

Carol  Ryff,  a contemporary 
eudaimonist  psychologist  and  thinker,  has 
isolated  six  components  of  well-being:  au- 
tonomy; personal  growth;  self-acceptance; 
life  purpose;  mastery;  and  positive  related- 
ness with  others.  One  might  call  these  the 
curricula  of  original  seeking.  For  from  this 
viewpoint,  it  would  be  the  task  of  every 
human  being  to  seek  out  that  which  pro- 
vides for  an  inner  sense  of  each  of  these  six 
components  and  thus  fulfill  one’s  unique 
inner  nature,  and  the  job  of  every  educator 
is  to  help  each  child  find  it.  This  is  what 
the  voyage  of  self-discovery  is,  ultimately, 
all  about.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  be  it  at  the 
end  of  their  life,  or  at  the  end  of  the  educa- 
tion of  their  youth,  our  children  need  to  be 
able  to  answer  a basic  question — not  “What 
do  I know?”  or  “What  did  I learn?,”  not 
“What  did  I buy?”or  even  “What  do  I 
need?”  — but  “Who  am  I?”  And,  with  our 
nurturance,  they  should  be  able  to  find  for 
themselves  the  inner  vision  of  a life,  and 
the  courage  to  pursue  it. 

if  ^ 

“It  has  been  asserted  that  we  are  des- 
tined to  know  the  dark  beyond  the  stars 


before  we  comprehend  the  nature  of  our 
own  journey... but  we  also  know  that  our 
inward  destination  lies  somewhere  a long 
way  past  the  reef  of  the  Sirens,  who  sang  of 
knowledge,  but  not  of  wisdom.” — Loren 
Eisely. 

The  great  wonder  is  that  we  are  on  our 
voyages  together,  but  not  in  the  same  boat. 
Our  little  barks  have  met  up  under  this  great 
expanse  of  cloud  and  sky,  and,  for  a time  at 
least,  we  journey  forth  in  tandem. 

I am  grateful  for  the  opportunity.  And 
here  I speak  of  homeschooling  for  its  gifts 
to  us  as  parents,  rather  than  as  a burden- 
some obligation  of  the  parent  to  the  child. 
It  doesn’t  last  aU  that  long.  I have  chosen  to 
use  the  opportunity  to  be  warmed  by  my 
children’s  light,  even  as  my  own  shadow 
grows  longer  and  stretches  forth  into  the 
evening.  Or  perhaps,  more  accurately,  to  see 
my  own  reflection  in  it.  And  I have  em- 
braced the  opportunity,  to  use  the  words  of 
Janusz  Korczak,  the  great  Polish-Jewish 
educator  who  ended  up  running  an  orphan- 
age surrounded  by  the  carnage  of  the  War- 
saw Ghetto,  to  “Seek  in  that  stranger  who 
is  your  child  the  undiscovered  part  of  your- 
self.” My  children  help  me  discover,  or  re- 
discover, my  own  daimon,  my  inner  nature. 

I don’t  want  to  over-romanticize  here, 
but  homeschooling  provides  us  with  the 
opportunity  to  embrace  the  world  through 
our  children.  We  are  blessed  with  a second 
chance.  But  to  do  so  requires  a repertoire 
that  goes  beyond  what  most  of  us  experi- 
enced in  our  own  education.  In  school, 
rather  more  than  we  ever  learned  how  to 
learn,  most  of  us  learned  how  to  teach.  We 
learned,  despite  the  often  admirable  inten- 
tions of  our  teachers,  that  teaching  means 
dispensing  denatured,  non-contextual 
knowledge  that  often  intimidates,  confuses, 
and  lulls  as  often  as  it  awakens,  informs, 
and  animates.  We  learned  that  teaching  in- 
volved the  prescription  of  moral  platitudes 
and  the  preaching  of  cheap  virtues,  with 
respect  and  obedience  imposed  through 
manipulation,  admonition,  and  compulsion. 
We  learned  that  the  Golden  Rule  has  no 
place  in  the  world  of  education,  for  teach- 
ers would  regularly  engage  in  behaviors  in 
“educating”  us  that  they  would  never  coun- 
tenance if  directed  at  themselves. 

And  so  what  I want  to  do — whether 
you  are  just  considering  homeschooling  for 
the  first  time,  are  a new  homeschoooler,  or 


have  been  in  the  trenches  for  a long  time — 
is  increase  your  resolve  to  expand  your  rep- 
ertoire. There  are  no  blueprints,  maps,  or 
charts  of  the  ocean  upon  which  you  and 
your  child  find  yourselves,  but  I do  hope 
what  I have  said  will  help  you  discover  a 
gyroscope  to  help  keep  your  little  boat 
righted,  and  an  occasional  lodestar  to  pro- 
vide you  with  a few  moments  of  comfort 
when  the  waters  are  swirling.  And  maybe, 
just  maybe,  the  courage  to  explore  the  fur- 
ther sea-splattered  reaches  of  the  heart  and 
mind. 

Don’t  take  anything  I’ve  just  said  for 
granted.  Test  it  against  the  light  of  your 
own  experience,  experimentally.  We  are  all 
big  kids  here,  and  we’ve  earned  the  right  by 
shouldering  the  responsibility.  Take  as  your 
own  the  words  of  Rumi,  the  great  Sufi  poet- 
mystic: 

But  don’t  be  satisfied  with  poems 
And  stories  of  how  things 
have  gone  with  others. 

Unfold  your  own  myth. 

Without  complicated  explanation, 
so  everyone  will  understand 
the  passage,  “We  will  have  opened 
you. 

Start  walking  toward  Shams.* 

Your  legs  will  get  heavy 
and  tired.  Then  comes  a moment 
of  feeling  the  wings  you’ve  grown 
lifting. 

* the  Great  Teacher. 


David  H.  Albert 
is  is  the  author  of 
two  books  on 
homeschooling:  And 
the  Skylark  Sings 
with  Me: 
Adventures  in 
Homeschooling 
and  Community- 
Based  Education 
and 

Homeschooling 
and  the  Voyage  of 
Self-Discovery,  as  well  as  editing  two  books  on  the 
use  of  storytelling  in  healing  individuals,  families, 
communities,  and  the  planet,  calledLYit  Healing 
Heart.  More  information  about  the  books  can  be 
found  12/ www.skylarksings.com. 
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Memorial  Minutes 


Errol  Kellogg  Peckham 

Errol  Kellogg,  or  Kelly  as  everyone 
knew  him,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  NY  to  Errol 
Devere  and  Mary  Kellogg  Peckham  on 
February  4th,  1917.  Although  the  Peckham 
family  was  and  is  relatively  small,  it  was 
associated  by  marriage  and  ancestry  to  both 
the  Kellogg  family  on  Mary’s  side,  and  the 
Pickett  family  on  Kelly’s  side,  which  traces 
its  American  heritage  back  to  1645. 

He  developed  a strong  liking  for  music, 
getting  free  dance  lessons  to  partner  with  the 
girls  at  the  Arthur  Murray  dance  studio  in 
Pasadena.  He  then  explored  singing  and 
dancing  while  at  Westtown  School  in 
Pennsylvania. 

After  graduating  from  Westtown  in 
1935,  he  was  accepted  into  the  new  work- 
study  program  at  Antioch  College  in  Ohio. 

At  Antioch  he  met  Betty  Jane  during 
their  work  in  Pirates  of  Penzance.  They  were 
to  perform  and  star  in  several  such 
productions,  developing  a feel  for  Gilbert  and 
Sullivan,  which  they  carried  forward  in 
parodies  over  the  decades,  primarily  around 
the  Quaker  and  political  themes  that 
interested  them.  With  the  war  years,  Kelly 
left  college  in  1941  without  graduating.  He 
did,  however,  take  away  something  very 
important — and  that  was  Betty. 

During  wartime,  among  various 
conscientious  objector  activities,  Kelly 
volunteered  for  many  tasks,  from  forestry 
work  to  dishwashing  to  medical  experiments 
in  jaundice.  He  was  exposed  to  illnesses  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  quicker  cures  for  the 
soldiers  in  Italy.  Not  only  did  he  get  sick,  so 
did  Betty 

After  the  war  years,  Betty  joined  Kelly 
in  Cairo,  Egypt,  where  a major  AFSC  relief 
program  was  underway  for  Arab  refugees  on 
the  now-famous  Gaza  Strip.  They  decided 
to  fly  back  when  son  Jeffrey  was  born.  Within 
two  months,  they  drove  to  California  from 
New  York,  in  1951,  joining  the  Pasadena 
Orange  Grove  meeting.  Kelly  became 
finance  secretary  for  the  AFSC  office  in 
Pasadena,  in  what  was  to  be  a 31 -year  career 
raising  funds  for  them,  as  well  as  a life  of  social 
witnessing  in  the  traditions  of  the  Quaker 
faith.  In  1959,  with  Betty  just  reaching  40, 
along  came  Laurel.  Kelly  was  the  inveterate 
traveler  during  these  years,  raising  money 
throughout  the  Southwest  and  taking  a three- 
month  sabbatical  to  Africa. 

After  retirement  in  1982,  Kelly  moved 
with  Betty  to  Santa  Rosa,  CA,  where  he 


devoted  many  happy  hours  participating  in, 
and  at  times  managing,  the  Santa  Rosa  Creek 
Commons.  He  became  a member  and  part- 
time  fundraiser  for  the  Redwood  Forest 
Friends  Meeting,  where  he  helped  them  with 
their  strategic  expansion  plans,  as  well  as 
serving  as  Clerk  of  the  Meeting.  He  also 
worked  with  the  local  Friends  House 
retirement  home,  providing  fund-raising  and 
planning  skills. 

Kelly  and  Betty  forged  strong  political 
and  moral  belief  sets  during  their  early  lives. 
Their  honesty,  intensity,  and  integrity  was 
their  sword.  Kelly  will  be  fondly  remembered 
by  those  who  knew  him  for  all  of  these 
elements — religion,  politics,  music,  dance, 
parody,  and  gardening. 

Kelly’s  ashes  were  interred  in  the 
Quaker  Cemetery  in  Pasadena,  CA  on 
August  24,  2003.  He  was  86  years  old,  had 
5 grandchildren,  and  will  be  missed  by  all. 

John  Rogers  Peckham 

John  Rogers  Peckham  passed  away  April 
10, 2003  in  Mill  Valley,  California,  at  the  age 
of  73  after  a valiant  struggle  with  multiple 
myeloma.  He  was  born  a birthright  Quaker 
June  9, 1929  in  Wilder,  Idaho,  to  Cecil  Rogers 
Peckham  and  Edith  Widman  Peckham.  His 
father  died  when  he  was  13  after  which  his 
mother  moved  the  family  to  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  educated  at  Westtown  and  then  at 
Earlham  College,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  a BA  in  Social  Science,  and  from  Purdue 
University  with  a BS  in  Civil  Engineering  . 

He  worked  with  the  California 
Department  of  Water  Resource  in 
Sacramento  in  the  South  Bay  Aqueduct 
Design  for  over  eleven  years. 

Later  he  worked  for  the  Marin 
Municipal  Water  District  doing  project 
design  and  project  management  for  over  22 
years. 

John  went  to  Mexico  with  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee,  working  on 
projects  to  bring  water  to  poor  communities. 

He  was  active  in  the  American  Concrete 
Institute,  the  Bay  Area  Water  Works 
Association,  and  Water  for  People,  raising 
money  for  potable  water  installations  in 
developing  countries.  He  did  consulting  work 
for  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
and  became  involved  with  Vivamos  Mejor,  a 
self-help  group  in  Mexico,  and  acted  as  its 
director  for  several  years. 

John  enjoyed  a number  of  hobbies; 
photography,  astronomy,  stamp  collecting  and 
mountain  climbing,  having  scaled  many  high 
peaks  in  the  US  and  Mexico. 

He  began  attending  Marin  Friends 


Meeting  when  he  moved  to  Mill  Valley,  and 
acted  as  our  treasurer  until  he  became  ill.  He 
was  well  loved  by  all. 

He  is  survived  by  his  brother,  Alan 
Embree  Peckham  of  Las  Vegas,  NM,  and 
many  cousins. 

Donations  in  his  memory  may  be  sent 
to  American  Friends  Service  Committee, 
1501  Cherry  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 

Diana  Araujo 

Born  June  23,  1947,  Diana  passed  on 
December  30, 2003.  She  grew  up  in  Santa 
Ana,  California,  where  she  attended  the 
same  grammar  school  where  her  mother 
was  a teacher.  She  enjoyed  her 
grandmother’s  orange  grove  farm  in  Santa 
Ana  with  her  siblings  and  cousins,  Lyn  and 
Larry  Larsen.  She  spent  many  happy  times 
there  as  a youth,  playing  hide  and  seek  in 
the  fields.  She  attended  Santa  Ana  High 
School,  where  she  met  and  married  her 
husband,  whom  she  later  divorced.  A few 
years  later  she  moved  back  to  her  childhood 
home  on  Olive  Street.  She  had  her  children 
from  1966  to  1972,  at  which  point  she  went 
back  to  college  to  finish  her  higher 
education,  while  stiU  working  as  a full-time 
mother  of  four. 

After  graduating  in  1976  from  the 
University  of  California  at  Irvine  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  microbiology, 
she  went  on  to  work  with  Dr.  Stanbridge 
at  the  university’s  medical  school  as  a 
research  assistant  for  twelve  years.  In  1991, 
she  left  the  university  to  take  a break  from 
lab  work  to  become  her  first  grandchild’s 
nanny  for  four  years  before  he  moved  with 
his  mom  to  Massachusetts.  At  this  time  she 
found  her  final  home  in  the  mountains  at 
the  foot  of  Sequoia  National  Park,  where 
she  worked  as  a park  range — a job  she 
greatly  loved.  The  Sequoias  had  also  been  a 
frequent  visiting  spot  with  her  family  during 
many  previous  vacations. Diana  loved  to  go 
camping  and  be  out  with  nature!  Her 
children  have  many  fond  memories  of  “bad 
tent”  experiences.  Her  older  son,  Luis, 
moved  to  Three  Rivers  in  December  of 
2000  and  is  grateful  for  the  three  years  with 
her. 

Diana  will  be  greatly  missed.  She  was 
the  joy  of  her  children’s  life.  She  always  had 
something  quick  and  witty  to  say.  She  had 
a good  sense  of  humor,  and  if  you  knew  her 
like  we  knew  her,  then  you  thought  she  had 
a beautiful  smile  and  soul.  Her  passing  is 
sad  and  bittersweet — but  as  her  oldest 
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daughter,  I know  that  she  is  supremely 
happy.  Although  we  cannot  see  her  again, 
she  is  able  to  see  us  always — and  this  is  all 
that  she  ever  really  wanted.  She  did  not  take 
much  from  life,  but  she  left  a lot  for  all  of 
us.  I will  always  remember  the  most 
important  lesson  that  she  taught  me:  “Use 
the  raft  to  get  across  the  river,  but  once  safely 
across  to  the  other  side,  let  it  stay  there  for 
some  one  else  to  use.” 

Diana  was  a member  of  the  Visalia 
Friends  Meeting  and  considered  herself  a 
“Quaker/Buddhist.”  She  always  walked 
lightly,  and  rarely  carried  a big  stick. 

She  was  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Diana  Elise  Araujo,  age  37  of  Winchester, 
Massachusetts;  Luis  John  Araujo,  age  36  of 
Three  Rivers,  California;  David  Rafael 
Araujo,  age  34  of  Santa  Ana,  California;  and 
Rebecca  Angela  Araujo,  31  of  Santa  Ana, 
California.  She  had  two  grandchildren 
whom  she  adored  — Aaron  Elya  Pivo,  age 
13  of  Winchester,  Massachusetts,  and  And 
Psalm  Maya  Washington,  age  9,  of  Santa 
Ana,  California. 

She  is  survived  by  all  her  children  and 
grandchildren  along  with  her  Mother,  June 
Corry  Sisk,  age  86,  of  Santa  Ana,  California; 
sister,  Janet  Rosalee  Williams,  age  54,  of 
Garden  Grove,  California;and  brother, 
James  Walter  Sisk,  age  52,  of  Lucerne  Valley, 
California 

Her  former  spouse,  Luis  Rosendo 
Araujo,  age  59  of  Santa  Ana,  California,  was 
visiting  for  the  holidays  and  was  present 
with  her  at  the  time  of  her  passing,  along 
with  her  two  sons  and  grandson. — 
Submitted  by  Diana  Elise  Araujo. 

d.ompasslonatc  Listening 
P reject 

Become  a greater  force  for  peace! 

The  Compassionate  Listening  Project 
offers  experiential  workshops  to 
strengthen  peacemaking  skills  and 
cultivate  compassion  in  your  daily  life. 
We  also  invite  you  to  make  a difference 
in  Israel  and  Palestine  by  joining  a 
Compassionate  Listening  delegation. 
Please  contact  us  to  learn  more  about 
our  guidebook,  videos,  photo  exhibi- 
tion and  German-Jewish  reconcilia- 
tion: The  Compassionate  Listening 
Project,  PO  Box  17,  Indianola,  WA 
98342.  Phone:  360-297-2280.  E-mail: 
office@compassionatelistening.org 
www.compassionatelistening. 


“Promoting  Peace”  continued  from  page  15 


Rami  and  Ghazi  continue  their 
journey  to  promote  peace  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  throughout  the 
world.  Coming  to  Washington  to  speak 
was  only  one  little  part  of  their  mission 
to  make  the  world  a more  peaceful 
place. □ 


Book  Review 


Healing  Israel/Palestine:  A Path  to  Peace  and 
Reconciliation  by  Rabbi  Michael  Lerner. 
Tikkun  Books,  2107  Van  Ness  Avenue, 
Suite  302,  San  Francisco,  California  94109, 
2003.  $18.00.  Review  by  Lois  Barton, 
Eugene  (OR)  Meeting. 

Without  much  understanding  about 
the  history  of  the  IsraeVPalestine  conflict,  I 
have  for  many  years  carried  deep  feelings  of 
anguish  as  I read  news  reports  of  the 
violence  and  destruction  taking  place  there. 

For  this  reason,  I enjoyed  reading  this 
new  book  by  Michael  Lerner,  a rabbi  and 
publisher  of  Tikkun,  a magazine  devoted  to 
Jewish  culture  and  politics.  “Tikkun”  means 
“to  mend,  repair  and  transform  the  world;” 
and  Lerner  is  actively  and  passionately 
involved  in  this  effort,  especially  when  it 
comes  to  conflicts  in  Israel/Palestine. 

This  new  book  provides  valuable 
background,  going  back  as  far  as  Abraham 
and  Moses,  for  current  conflicts  in  this 
troubled  part  of  the  world.  Lerner  carefully 
reviews  eras  of  conquest  by  both  Jewish  and 
Arab  people.  He  discusses  oppression  of  the 
Jews  by  Roman  imperialists,  followed  by 
their  Christian  successors.  He  explores  the 
Crusades  and  their  effect  on  Palestinians; 
rampant  anti-Semitism  through  the  Middle 
Ages  and  beyond;  and  finally  the  Holocaust. 
These  and  many  other  examples  of  long- 
term injury  carried  in  the  memory  of 
peoples,  and  never  truly  healed,  are  factors 
that  go  back  way  beyond  the  creation  of  a 
Jewish  homeland  after  World  War  II. 

There  are  seven  chapters  in  the  book, 
beginning  with  ancient  history  and 
continuing  through  the  aftermath  of  the 
1948  war,  the  Palestinian  refugee 
problem,  the  occupation  of  the  West 
Bank,  as  well  as  various  efforts  to  develop 
a workable  peace  agreement,  such  as  the 
Oslo  agreement. 


Lerner  describes  the  personal 
biases  of  several  Israeli  leaders  which 
made  it  unlikely  that  they  would  initiate 
agreed  upon  steps  toward  peace  that 
could  have  been  successfully  taken. 

Lerner  is  not  only  rabbi  of  the  Beit 
Tikkun  Synogogue  in  San  Francisco,  he 
is  also  the  also  spiritual  leader  of  the 
larger  Tikkun  (Healing)  community 
that  embraces  people  of  various  faiths. 
This  is  the  community  for  which  Lerner 
speaks  when  he  says:  “What  we  in  the 
Tikkun  community  have  tried  to  do  in 
presenting  this  narrative  is  to  show  you 
that  there  is  a way  to  understand  this 
history  which  avoids  the  blaming  of  one 
side  or  the  other.  ...Overcoming  the 
blame  game... [is]  a first  step  in  the  long 
march  to  peace”  (p.  127). 

Chapter  6 explores  “Strategies  For 
Healing  and  Reconcilliation”  and 
describes  specific  remedies  required  to 
address  some  of  the  most  urgent 
requirements  to  be  met  if  anger  and  fear 
are  to  be  diminished. 

The  final  chapter  presents 
“Answers  to  the  Hard  Questions.” 
There  are  25  disputed  points  listed  in 
those  questions,  with  thoughful 
commentary  exposing  the  limited 
viewpoint  on  which  they  are  based. 

Lerner  tries  to  move  beyond 
exclusivistic  claims.  He  observes  that 
“on  an  unconscious  level 
everyone. ..knows  that  Jews,  Christians 
and  Muslims  have  a common  religious 
heritage. ..whose  central  message  is  that 
people  are  created  in  the  image  of  God 
and  deserve  to  be  treated  as  such.”  He 
calls  on  both  Israelis  and  Palestinians 
to  turn  to  their  religious  teachings  and 
reach  out  in  compassion  and  forgiveness 
to  begin  the  path  to  reconciliation. 

It  takes  a leap  of  faith  to  join  him 
in  his  final  hopeful  conclusion,  but  I 
believe  this  book  is  a valuable  tool  in 
approaching  one  specific  area  of  healing 
the  Israel/Palestine  situation. 

Lerner  concludes:  “Our  world  can 
be  healed.  When  we  overcome  all  the 
cynical  realism  taught  us  by  the  shapers 
of  public  opinion,  when  we  allow 
ourselves  to  be  compassionate  toward 
each  other,  when  we  learn  to  support 
each  other  in  a spirit  of  generosity,  we 
can  build  a world  that  corresponds  to 
our  highest  ideals. ”□ 
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Classifieds 


Publications 


Quaker  Life — informing  and  equipping 
Friends  around  the  world.  Free  sample  avail- 
able upon  request.  Join  our  family  of  Friends  for  one 
year  (10  issues)  at  $24.  For  information  contact; 
Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail;  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Vintage  Books,  Quaker  Books.  Rare  and  out- 

of-print  journals,  history,  religion.  Contact  us 

for  specific  wants.  181  Hayden  Rowe  St, 

Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone:  508-435-3499. 

E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

**** 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read  Types  & 
Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts.  FQA’s 
goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the  literary,  vi- 
sual, musical,  and  performing  arts  within  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for  purposes  of 
Quaker  expression,  ministry,  witness,  and  out- 
reach. To  these  ends,  we  will  offer  spiritual, 
practical,  and  financial  support  as  way  opens. 
Help  build  an  international  network  of  creative 
support  and  celebration.  Membership  $22/year. 
FQA,  Dept.  FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia, 
PA  19102.  E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http:/ 
/www.quaker.org/fqa/index.html. 


Apr  9-11  (Easter  Weekend).  “A  Deeper 
Security:  John  Woolman  and  a Spirit- 
Filled  Life.”  Rachel  Findley. Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond.* * 

June  6-10:  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting, 
Ghost  Ranch,  Abiqui,  New  Mexico. 

July  3-10.  Friends  General  Conference 
Annual  Gathering.  University  of 
Massachusetts.  Amherst,  MA.  http;// 
wwirw.fgcquaker.org/ 


Schools.  Retreat  Centers.  Camps,  and 
Retirement  Homes 


Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 

retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats,  and 
our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs.  Among 
the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cruz,  CA.  831-336- 
8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 

The  Woolman  Semester  at  Sierra  Friends 
Center  offers  a Quaker  Educational  opportu- 
nity in  a one  semester  high  school  experience 
emphasizing  Quaker  Testimonies:  Peace,  Jus- 
tice, Sustainability  8c  Service;  rigorous  college 
preparatory  courses  and  simple  living  in  com- 
munity. Unique  highlight  to  a student  s portfo- 
lio. Scholarships  available.  See  www.woolman.org 
and  contact  Kathy  Runyan  at  530-273-3183. 

Friends  House  is  a multilevel  retire- 
ment COMMUNITY  offering  independent  liv- 
ing apartments  and  houses,  an  assisted  care  liv- 
ing facility,  skilled  nursing,  and  an  adult  day 
services  program  serving  residents  and  the 
wider  Santa  Rosa,  CA  community.  Located  in 
Santa  Rosa,  Friends  House  is  easily  accessible 
to  San  Francisco,  the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood 
forests,  and  the  vineyards  of  Sonoma  and  Napa 
counties.  Friends  House  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  Friends  Association  of  Services  for  the 
Elderly  (EASE),  a California  not-for-profit  cor- 
poration. The  facility  and  Board  of  Directors 
are  strongly  influenced  by  Quaker  traditions. 
The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons  within  an 
environment  which  stresses  independence  is 
highly  valued.  Tour  Friends  House  at  our 
website  at  www.friendshouse.org.  Friends 
House,  684  Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95409.  707-538-0152. 

Wellsprings  Friends  School:  alternative, 
accredited  high  school  grades  9-12.  Rooted  in 
the  Quaker  Spirit  of  simplicity,  community, 
nonviolence,  honoring  the  Light  in  every  per- 
son. Open  enrollment.  Climate  of  affirmation. 
3590  W.  18th  Avenue,  Eugene,  OR.  97402. 
541-686-1223.  Fax:  541-687-1493.  Dennis 
Hoerner,  Head. 


July  29-August  1.  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula, 
MT. 

Aug  2-7.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Mt. 
Madona,  CA. 

*Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center,  PO  Box 
686.  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005. 
mail@quakercenter.org.  831-336- 
8333. 

For  updated  information,  including  events  and 
locations  of  Western  Friends  Meetings  and 
events,  see  voesternquaker.net. 


Accommodations:  William  Penn  House, 
Washington,  DC.  Quaker  Seminars,  youth  pro- 
grams, bed  and  breakfast.  5 blocks  from  the 
Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and  near  Smithsonian 
Museums.  Shared  accommodations  for  indi- 
viduals and  groups.  Gays,  lesbians  and  people 
of  color  are  welcome.  515  East  Capitol  St.  SE, 
Washington,  DC  20003,  202-543-5560,  FAX 
(202)  543-3814,  director@wmpennhouse.org, 
www.Quaker.org/penn-house. 

Positions  open:  Interns:  9-12  month  com- 
mitment. Assist  with  hospitality  and  seminar 
planning  at  William  Penn  House.  Room  8c 
board  with  small  stipend.  Applications  from 
gays,  lesbians  and  people  of  color  are  welcome. 
5 blocks  from  the  Capitol,  Supreme  Court  and 
near  the  Smithsonian  Museums.  See  contact 
info  above. 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest,  con- 
sider the  simple  and  economical  travellers’ 
rooms  at  Quaker  House  in  Seattle  (WA). 
Reservations  required:  206-632-9839  or  E- 
mail:  quakerhouse.sea@juno.com. 

William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends 
School,  located  in  SW  Portland,  OR.  A 
Friends  school  for  children,  grades  K-8,  rooted 
in  Quaker  values.  Children  are  provided  with  a 
quality  academic  and  a developmentally  appro- 
priate education.  The  school  environment  is  car- 
ing and  nurturing  with  strong  emphasis  on  nonvio- 
lent conflict  resolution.  For  information,  contact  Judy 
Smith,  pordandfiiendss@qwest.netor  503-245-8 164. 

Services 


Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting  unat- 
tached people  who  like  to  read  together  since 
1970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends.  SBL, 
Box  74,  Swarthmore,  PA  19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 


2004 

Advertising  Rates 

$.47per  word  for  classifed  ads. 
Minimum  charge,  $9.  Box  ads: 
10%  extra.  Ads  should  be  prepaid, 
if  possible.  Deadline:  six  weeks 
prior  to  publication.  Display  ADS: 
$16  per  column  inch.  V4  page  ad 
(4  X 4Vi):  $97 — 1 column  ad  (2V2 
X 10):  $139 — 2 column  ad  (5  x 
10):  $239 — V2  page  ad  (7V4  x 4V2): 
$169 — Full  page  (7V2  x 10): 
$299.  Discounts:  10%  for  3 con- 
secutive appearances,  25%  for  10 
consecutive  appearances  of  ad. 
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Concerned (Singles 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  diversity, 
gender  equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide  / Canada.  All  ages.  Since  1984. 

FREE  SAMPLE  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01242 
413-243-4350  or  www.concernedsingles.com 

Join  the  folks  at  Friendly  Horse  Acres 

FOR  A DAY  AT  A HORSE  FARM.  All  ages  welcome. 
Camps  are  set  up  to  encourage  confidence  in 
people  who  are  fearful  of  horses,  as  well  as  more 
experienced  horse  lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world 
from  the  horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit 
www.friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone:  360-825- 
3628.  E-mail:  friendlaverne 
@friendlyhorseacres.com. 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  living  and 
work  space  ORGANIZED!  Friendly,  profes- 
sional organizer  Marian  Rhys  can  help  you  clean 
up  your  physical  or  electronic  clutter  and  set  up 
systems  for  keeping  things  orderly.  Confidential 
and  non-judgmental.  503-283-8615. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour.  Visit  the 
Quaker  community  of  Monteverde.  See  the  cloud 
forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Sarah  Stuckey,  Apdo 
46-5655,  Monteverde,  Costa  Rica.  Phone/FAX: 
Oil  506-645-5436  or  520-364-8694  or  E-mail: 
crstudy@racsa.co.cr.  website:  www.crstudytours.com. 

Make  friends,  make  music — Friends  Music 
Camp  at  Olney.  2 or  4 week  summer  program 
for  ages  10-18.  Brochure,  video:  FMC,  PO  Box 
427,  Yellow  Springs,  OH  45387.  937-767-1311. 
musicfmc@yahoo.com. 

Consider  the  Arizona  Friends  Community 
FOR  your  next,  or  YOUR  SECOND,  HOME.  360  de- 
gree mountain  views,  4,000  ft  elevation,  often  near 
perfect  weather  among  good  friends.  Write  Roy 
Joe  and  Ruth  Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo 
Drive,  Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website: 
arizonafriends.com. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request  assis- 
tance FROM  David  Brown,  a Quaker  Realtor. 
David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate  profes- 
sional to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  sell- 
ing a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  E-mail: 
Davidhbrown@mindspring.com. 

Volunteer  Internship  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker 
Center,  a retreat  and  conference  center  near  Santa 
Cruz,  CA.  Residential,  one  year  beginning  August. 
Great  opportunity  to  grow  spiritually  and  work 
in  all  areas  of  this  Quaker  nonprofit.  Mountains, 
redwoods,  housing,  stipend,  and  benefits  provided. 
Singles  and  couples  both  welcome.  Application 
deadline  April  1.  Call  831/336-8333  E-mail: 
mail@quakercenter.org  for  info. 


Quaker  Writers,  Editors,  and  Publishers.  Are  invited  to  join  QUIP  (Quakers 
Uniting  in  publications).  An  international  “self  help”  organization  of  theologically  diverse 
Friends  concerned  with  the  ministry  of  the  written  word.  Next  annual  Meeting  at  Quaker 
Hill,  Richmond,  Indiana,  April  22-25  2004.  Theme:  New  Ways  of  Reaching  Our  Market 
in  a Changing  World  .Contact  Graham  Garner  at  grahamG@fgcquaker.org  website 


There’s  Still  Time 

Expand  your  spiritual  awareness,  learn  what  you  can  do  to  promote 
peace  and  justice,  and  read  the  stories  of  Friends  who  are  putting  their 
(^aker  faith  into  practice. 

Friends  Bulletin  is  YOUR  magazine,  filled  with  articles  about  people 
you  know  (or  would  like  to  get  better  acquainted  with)  here  in  the 
West. 

This  year  we  plan  to  run  articles  on  spirituality,  peacemaking.  Border 
concerns,  committed  relationships  and  (^akerism.  First  Day  School, 
opportunities  for  travel,  grants,  etc.  as  well  as  the  latest  news  from 
yearly,  monthly  and  quarterly  meetings. 

Individual  subscribers  can  subscribe  for  two  years  for  only  $39  (thereby 
saving  $11).  New  subscribers  pay  $16  (thereby  saving  $9).  Those  who 
subscribe  through  their  meeting  pay  $20  (thereby  saving  $5). 

Don’t  miss  out!  Renew  today! 


Bumper  Sticker  Project 


Friends  Bulletin  is  planning  to 

• 

An  eye  for  an  eye,  a tooth  for 

print  new  bumperstickers  and  is 

a tooth  leads  to  people  who 
are  blind  and  have  trouble 

soliciting  the  ideas  and  preferences  of 

Friends.  Please  state  your  preference  or 

eating 

Why  does  the  US  have  30,000 

send  your  own  ideas  to  Friends  Bulletin 
by  April  15. 

• 

Here  are  some  ideas  that  came  to 

weapons  of  mass  destruction? 

us  through  our  readers  and 

• 

The  only  thing  that  the  war 

brainstorming.  We’d  love  to  hear  from 

industry  fears  is  the  lack  of 

you. 

fear  itself 

• 

Maybe  they  don’t  like  us 

• WAR:  good  for  profits,  bad 

because  we  kill  their  children 

for  children 

• 

Listen  to  your  enemy=  make  a 

• Peace  or  empire?  The  choice 

friend 

is  ours 

• 

Peace  is  a family  value 

• Weapons  of  mass  deception 

• 

Worshipping  in  silence. 

are  easy  to  find 

speaking  out  in  truth 

• An  enemy  is  someone  whose 

• 

Love:  Bring  it  on! 

story  we  haven’t  heard 

• 

Pre-empt  war:  love  your 

• Empire  is  coming  up  for  a 

enemy 

vote 

• 

Light  makes  right 

• Peace  is  our  only  security 

• 

Will  you  make  war  or  peace? 

• Make  friends,  not  war 

• 

Let  peace  begin  with  US 

• Truth  isthe  first  casualty  of 

• 

Nation  building  begins  at 

war 

home 
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Does  Your  Library  Have 

These  Books  and  Pamphlets  by  Western  Friends? 

Do  members,  attenders,  and  visitors  to  your  Meeting  or  Avorship  group  have  a chance  to  learn  what 
Western  Friends  are  doing  to  “publish  peace”  and  to  follow  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit? 

To  ensure  that  they  do,  please  consider  ordering  these  publications  today. 

Better  yet,  use  them  for  study  groups.  (Robert  Griswold  and  Anthony  Manousos  are  available  to  do 
presentations.) 

If  your  meeting  or  worship  group  orders  five  or  more  copies,  we  offer  reduced  rates.  For  more  informa- 
tion please  email  or  write  the  editor  at  friendsbuUetin@aol.com. 


Compassionate 

listening 


Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman 

Qwker  tacemaksf  and  iysiig 


UUei  Df  tglUmt  MtmesBS 


o 

ISLAM 

rftOM  A QUAKER  PilflSP'f.CTtV'E 


Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  our  special  publications  are  used  to  help  support  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  send  check  made  out  to  ^''Friends  Bulletin'  to  3223  Danaha  St,  Torrance,  CA  90505: 

$16.95  for  Compassionate  Listeninghy  Gene  Hoffman  (add  $3  for  postage  & handling) 

$19.95  for^  Western  Quaker  Reader  {'postdige.  & handling  included) 

$25  for  individual  renewal.  (Group  subscribers  cost  $20  and  must  go  throughMeeting  clerk  or  liaison.) 

$16  for  new  subscription  (or  renewing  after  a lapse  of  one  year  or  more).  Save  $9. 

$29  for  new  subscription  plus.(^  Western  Quaker  Reader  (postage  and  handling  included).  Save  $21. 

$3.95  for  Islam  from  a Quaker  Perspective  by  Anthony  Manousos  (postage  &.  handling  included)  and/or $3.95  for  The 

Quaker  Peace  Testimony  in  Times  of  Terrorism  by  Robert  Griswold  (postage  8c  handling  included). 

$1.95  each  for  “Pray  for  Peace”  bumper  stickers  (inch  postage  8c  handling) 

I would  like  to  make  a donation  of $25  $35  $50  $100*  $150*  $250*  Other 


Your  name_ 

Street 

Zip 


-City_ 


State 


_Meeting_ 


Email 


*Those  donating  $100  or  more  receive  a copy 
of  Compassionate  Listening  and  Other  Writings  by  Gene  Hoffman. 


March  2004  FrIENDS  BULLETIN 


23 


The  Resident  Study  Program 
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Our  Resident  Study  Program  is  a unique  experiment  in  | " ' f 

adult  education — a place  to  gain  knowledge  and  insight 
while  deepening  your  awareness  of  the  Spirit  and  of  your 
own  path  in  the  world. 

All  the  components  of  this  innovative  program — engaging 
classes,  daily  worship,  communal  work,  shared  meals,  social  action, 
community  activities — interconnect  to  form  an  experience  that  is 
greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

Residents  may  pursue  a variety  of  projects  during  their  time  at 
Pendle  Hill.  Our  proximity  to  Philadelphia  as  well  as  our  close  relationship  with  Swarthmore  College 
provide  a diversity  of  resources  for  residents.  Endowed  scholarships  may  be  available  for  some  special  topics. 

C'C4he4  Pchdlt  irfM — 

"We  came  across  a 
Pendle  Hill  information 
booth  at  a 'Call  to 
Action'  conference  in 
Milwaukee.  Sue  was 
finishing  her  Masters 
Degree  in  Public  Service 
at  Marquette  University, 
and  Kevin  was  working 
as  a Hall  Minister 
and  a Social  Justice 
Coordinator.  For  years 

@ \nq  had  put  a lot  of 

energy  into  education  and  activism  and  felt  we  needed  to  bring  our 
contemplative  lives  back  into  balance  with  our  external  work.  At  Pendle  Hill  our 
focus  has  been  on  the  youth  of  the  nearby  city  of  Chester.  We  have  found  this 
work  rewarding,  and  we  have  also  enjoyed  having  the  time  to  contemplate  our 
calling  and  the  space  to  rediscover  our  creative  gifts." 

—Susan  and  Kevin  Feliciano,  Pendle  Hill  Social  Action/ 

Social  Witness  Interns,  2003-2004 
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2004-2005  Term  Dates 

Autumn:  September  24-December  11,  2004 
Winter:  January  7-March  19,  2005 
Spring:  April  1-June  11,  2005 


Pendle  Hill 


A QUAKER  CENTER  FOR  STUDY  AND  CONTEMPLATION 
338  Plush  Mill  Road  • Wallingford,  PA  19086 
www.pendlehill.org 


Contact  Bobbi  Kelly  to  find  out  more: 
800.742.3150  (U.S.  only)  ext.  137 
610.566.4507  ext.  137 
admissions@pendlehill.org 
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